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ATDG-QC
SUBJECT+ Operational Report - lessons learmed, 101st Airborne Division
(Airmobile) Feriod Emding 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

1. Operationss Significant Activities.
a. (7) Operations.

(1) Operation RANDOLPH GIEN continued during the reporting period
until conclusion on 31 March 1970. The division continued tu support
combined US/GVN cperations and training to upgrade the effectiveness of
GVE forces; to detect, capture or destroy meubers of the local Viet Cong
infrastructurs and their sympathizers; to disrupt ruvutes of supply be-
tween mountair base areas and the rite producing lowlands and jopulation
centera; and to support the Thua Thisn Province accelerated pacification
and development program, The division continmued to restrict ememy infile
tration and movement in the populated lowlands by conducting extensive
mtreol and night ambush operations in coordination with RF and PF units;
radar raids to detect targets for engagement by artillery; river patrols
around key bridges and populated areas; and augmentation of GVR bridge
security forces during periods of high threat. The period was marked by
ths estarlishmant of enemy forward logistic bases aml forward staging
areas ia the central canopy region, suitadble for supporting operations in
the lowvlands, The end of the period was characterized by an increase in
the mumber of emeny grownd attacks on Allied fire support bases and an
inerease in enerny attacks by fire.

(2) Operation BANDOLPH GIEN was developed, planned, and executed in
close cooperationmd coordination with Vietnamese civilian and military
agencies at all levels. All the res>urces cf the entire division were
committed to the accomplishment of two basic, interrelated taskss

(&) To rrovide, in coordination with the lst Inf Div (ARWN), a pro-
tective shield on the periphery of the populated lowlands of Thua Thien
Province.

{v) To muppori, to the maximuim extent possible, the attainment of
the goals of the 1970 Province Pacification and Development Plan.

(3) All operations oonducted by the division during Operation RAN-
DOLFH GIER were planned to maximize security of the population and to
support accelerated attainment of the eight objectives of the 1970 Paci-
fication and Development|Plan. Thess sight objectives ares

(a) Territorial securitys Security is the prerequisite to insuring
that social, eoconomic, and political development in Thua Thien Province
rogreases and yielda the desired results. Ths efforts of US, ARVN,
Hegiomal Forces (RF), Popular Forces (PF), People's Self Defense Forces
(PsD?), and the National Police/National Police Field Forces (NPFF) mist
be soordinated and combined in order to insure effective se~urity for all

the -people.
DOWNGRADED AT 3 V:All2 mls:
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AYDG~GC
SUBJECT: Operationa) Report - lessons Learned, 10lst Airborne Division
(Alrmobile) Period Ending 30 Apri) 1970, BCS CSPOR-65 (R2) (D)

(b) Protection of the People Against Terrorisms The neutralization
of the VCI through combined efforts at increasing the effectiveness of the
Pluong Hoang (Phosnix) organization at every level, to inciunde the effec-
tive administration of intelligenoce material by District Intelligance and
Operations Coordinating Centers (DIOCC) and Provinoe Intellirence and Oper-
ations Coordinating Centers (PIOCC).

{c) People's Self Defenses Battex organize, train, and equip PSDF
to increass their capebilities of protecting the villages and hamlets and
te discharge their responsibility of helping to identify the VOI.

(4) Llocal Administrations Development of a local administration with
the capability of self-mnagement in administrative, economic, and finan-
cial affairs; complete election of all village, hamlet, municipal and pro-
vincial counciis.

(e) Greater Fational Unitys Contimue im-lementation of the Hoi Chanh
Prograr with greatar emphasis on rallying high and middle ranking enemy
cadre to the government ranks,

() Brighter Life for War Victime: Increase efforts at ipproving
life for war victime, assisting resettlees in returning to secure areas
and encourage their participation in local economic development.

(8) People’'s Information: Establishment of an effective information
syetem based on cloge coordinmation betw2en government agencies anmd between
the various people's organizations, with emphasis on information aimed at
educating the people and motivating them to participate in local develoo-
ment in every field.

(b) Prosperity for 4lls Continue to build on the achievements of
preceding years, advancing steadily from previous economic and political
succeases to-economic independence.

(4) The two basic tasks, territorial security and pacification and
development support, were organized in the following manners

(a) Territorial security was developed through combined operations
with ARVN and territorial forces, and through an extensive training pro-
gran thut provided specialized instruction for ARVN units, but concen~
trated on training BRP, FF, and PSDP units to accomplish their assigned
tasks with the equirment and personnel authorized.

(b) "he pacification and development goals of Thua Thien Province

during BANDOLPE GIEH wers to provids adequate security for ti® entire
ropalation, eliminate the Viet Cong infrastructure, initiate and complete

INCL 2

CONFIDENTIAL

|



EEImIEET e R T R Ty Y

SO TAYTETRIR YR R AR Y TR TR WL DT TR T T T T e U TP TR T e AT ATt e v e e

CONFIDENTIAL

AYDG-QC
SUBJE0Ts Operwtional Report - lessons Learmed, 101st Airborne Division
(Airenbale) Period Brding 30 April 1970, ROS (SPOR-65 (R2) (U)

nesdsd publioc projects, imixove existing economic progxeme, and impleoment
sconolic reforms vhere required. These objsctives were advanced through
extansive peychological operations and civic aotlon.

(5) The focal point for coordination of all efforts f» Thua Thien
Provinoe wvas the informal Area Coordination Commitiee composed of the
CG, 10lst Adn Div (Azmbl); CG, 1st Inf Div (ARVK); the Province Chief;
and US ssaior advisors. This commitiee coordinated broai policies for
the employment of military forces to accomplish the establimhed objectives
and destertiine riorities for pacification and civiec action. Detailed
coordination %o implement these policies was effected through continuais
liaieon at division level with the lst Inf Div {ARVN) and with province/
seotor officiala, Brigades provided liaison teams with dedicated comuni-
cations to counterpart regiments and each district in the area of opera-
tion.

(6) The ccnduct of Operation RANDOLPH GIEN during the reporting
reriod was influenced by these factoras

(a) The northeant monsoons, which reduced the ability of the division
to move into and sustain operations againat the enemy base areas deep in
the Jungle canopy.

() Dw mission to provide maxirum gecurity for populated lowlands
vhile the training of territorial foroes progressed.

(¢) The requirement to pmevent and defeat, if initiated, any enemy
offensiwe action during the Tet period.

As the period progrussed, the impact of each of these fagtors on the
conduck of operations diminished. Incrsased security masures in February
prevented any significant enemy interference diring ths Tet holiday season.
By aid. Felxrusry, the weather pmwmitted airmobile division elements to begin
Doving deepar into the piedmont and canopy areas. Training of territorial
forces Irogressed satisfactonily amt RF and FPF units became more camable
of performing their intended missions, while the training provided PSDF
slenents increased their canfidence in their ability to defend their ham-
lets and villages. Weather conditions improved significantly in March and
it becares posasible to employ to a greater extent the airmobility of the
division to canduct offenmive oparations agmninst the enemy base areas
eatablished during the monsoon period.

In addition to these factors, the effect of US troop redeployment con-
tirued and further reductions were anncunced. Planning began for future
operstions vhen the division A0 may extend beyond Thua Thien and Quang Tri
Provinces. 0me of the forsmwat considerations in this planning was to

INCL 3
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SUBIECYs Operational Report - .eesons learned, 10lat Airborne Division
(Airmobile) Period Boding 30 April 1970, BCS C3POR-55 (42) (U)

Rinimise the interruption to both pacification and development support and
the ooordinated efforts of ths divisions and GVN forces and agenciss in
the provinoes. As planning progressed, courses of action were developed
and analyred, and the accomplishment of the objectives of Operation
EANDOLPH GLEN were evaluated., It became clear that the baslc concepts
of Operstiop RANDOLPH GIKN remnined valid and that, with the nagcessary
adjustasnts in drigade missions and locations, the foundation for vro-
gress in the loviands dsveloped during the cperation could be buile
upon, while providing the combat power necessary 4o counter the threat
of epsxy build-up in the westemm reaches of Thua Thien and Quang Tri Pro-
vinoss. In sarly March, planning was completsd and the declaion vac rede
to terminate Operation RANDOLPH GLEN on 31 March 1970.

(7) In mid-March, OPORD 2-70 (TEXAS STAR) was published for imple=-
mpndation on 1 April. This operation was planned to exploit the suc~
oesses of RANDOLPH GIEN, incorporate the lessonas learmed during that
opsration, to contimue the cCoopesration developed among all Allied elements
in t» provinoe, and to provide for the movement of a portion of the 1Clst
fron Thua Thien Province if it becomes necessary.

Undar Operation TEXAS STAR, the 24 Brigude assumed responsibility
for pacification and development support throughout the province, while
the 18t apd 3d Brigades were tasked to mrduct offensive operations against
onswy units in the wercern porticns of the mrovince. Concurrent with the
repositioning of division units, the areas of ocperation of regiments of
the lst Infantry Division (ARVE) wexe adjusted to maintain the brigade-
regimental relationbhips developed and refined during the preceding months.

(8) The chromowlogical sequence of combat operations for the period
1 Yebruary - 30 April 1970 is as followss

(a) Operation RANDOLPH GIEN (7 December 1969 - 31 Maxch 1970) was
concluded during the reporting period,

] The primary missions of Operation BARDOLPH REN were:

& To conduct offensive operations to locate and destroy NVA/VC main
feres units and to intexrdict emmmy movement into the populated lowlands
of Thus Thien Provinos.

b To conduot operations to defeat VCLF/VCI in the populated lowlands.

lo

To condunot limited objective operations west of the piedmont in
ion to hard intelligspoe,

e

[P

To oondust periodic interdiotion of the A Shau Valley and rlace
fires on acquired targets on & oontinuous basis.

2 To oonduct reconnaissance and surweillance in the AO.

INCL 4 CONFIDENTIAL
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AVDG-GC
SUBJECT) Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 1Clst Airborne Division
(Airmobile) Period Bmding 30 April 1970, BCS CSKR-65 (R2) (U)

[ L]

To provide one airmobile infantry battalion as corps reserve.

To gupport G¥N pacification and development plans and rrograme,

]

To mrovide civic action assistance.

[l=8

41 To asaiat GFN forces to asgume full responsibility for combat,
pacification, and paychological cperations in Thua Thien Province.

The success of Operation BANDOLPH GIEN was accomplished through
the full: commitment and integration of resources, energies and efforts
of the 10lst ibn Div {Ambl), lst Inf Div (ARVN) and Thua Thien Province.
Significant progress was made in training and preparing territorial forces
to assuae a greater responnibility for the defense and development of
their homaland. Additional land was put under cultivation, schools were
tuilt, roads constructed, and resettlement progressed ahead of schedule.
Acconplishment of the division's migsions has laid the foundaticn far an
effective Vietnamese sscurity symtem that will contimue after the depar-
ture of the division, or major portions of the division from Thua Thien
Province. Detailed significant activities during Operation RANDOLPH
GEN havo been sutmitted in Combat Operations After Action BReport, Opera~
tion BARDOLPH GIBN, 1018t Airborne Division (Airmobile), MCJI3-32 (R2)

L8]

(T
2 CGumlative epemy losses inflicted by Allied forces during RANDOLFH
GIEN were:
a7y i) Indiv VWpns Crew Served Wmns
s [45) 19 323 35
ARVR 418 17 234 18
RY/FP 74 12 146 8

Total division casualties during the operation were 123 KIA, 163
WIA {evacuated), 84 WIA (minor), amd 4 MIA. The 4 MIA vere aboard an
alreralt loat in flight, which ia atill unlocated.
(b) Operation TEXAS STAR (1 April 1970 - continuing)

1 %azk Organization:

1st Brizade 2 Brigade Br (3}

12327 Inf 2-327 Inf 1~506 Inf

1-501 Inf 3-187 Inf 2-506 Inf
5
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(Atrmobile) Period Ending 20 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (B2) (U)

(cont.)
lst Brigade
2.502 Inf

2-320 Arty 210 How)
DS

A (-)/326 Engr (DS)
lat PSSE, DISCOM (DS)
T, 101 MI Co (-)
1-265 RRC (DS)

424 Inf P1t (Sot Dog)
TACP USAF

Spt T™m 501 Sig (DS)

2 T™ms, 4th PSYOF Det (DS)

=17 _Cav
Co L (Ranger) 75th Inf

DISCOM
426 848 Bn
801 Maint Bn
326 Mad En

Sth Trans Bn

2d Brigade
1-502 Inf

1-321 Arty E%g?m How)

C(-)/326 Engr (DS)

24 FSSB, DISCOM (Ds)
Tm, 101 MI Co (-)
2-265 RRC (DS)

47th Inf P1t (Sct Dog)
TACP USAF

3pt Tm 501 Sig (DS)

X _Brigede
2=501 Inf

2-319 Arty gggxm How)

B(-)/326 Engr (0)

3d F53B, DISCOM (DS)
Tm, 101 MI Co (-)
3.265 R3C (DS)

58th Inf Plt (Set Dog)
TACP USAF

Spt Tm 501 Sig (DS)

2 Tma, 4th PSYOP Dat (DS) 2 fms, 4th PSYOP Det (D3)

101 Awn_Gp
163 Avn Co

101 Awm Bn

158 4wa Bn

159 Awvn Bn

478 Awm Co (=)

10° Abn Div Arty
2-11 Arty

4~TT Aerial Bkt Axty
A/37T-Arty (Avn)

6
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501 Sig Bn (-)

326 Engx Bn (~)

101 P Co

265 RRC (-)

10th Cml Pl

20th Cml Det

101 MI %o (-)

557 Cmbt Tracker Flt
4th PSYOP Det (~) (DS)
Tth P1t, 29th CA Co (DS)
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AVDG-GC
SUBJECTs Opersticnal Report ~ lesaons learned, 10lat Airborne Division
(Alracbile) Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFR-65 (R2) (U)

2 Oporution TEXAS 3TAR is a division operation developed in close
cvordimation and cooperation with the lst Inf Div (AHVN) and Tiua Thien
Province and sector officials to meset the ohmllenge of tho forward dis-
position of epamy forces in ._he division area of operation; insure the
smooth transfsr of pacification and development tasks from the sntire
division to only a single portion of the division, thereby providing a
posture that will facilitate expaneion of the division AO with no major
interruptions to pacification and development support. Operation TEXAS
STAR ir designed to ocontinue anmd expand the concepts, and to exploit

the success anl experience gained by the diviesion during Operation BAN=-
DOLPH GIEN., Complete integration cof 9ffort of all agencies within the
division area of operation im contimuing to provide for the accomplish-
rent of the inseparavle tasks of territorial security, populace and re-~
sources control, and environmental improvement. The primary missions of
the operation ares

a To conduct extensive airmobile combined operations in the area
east of the 4 Shau Valley and west of the pomulated lowlands of Thua
Thien Provinoe to locate and destroy enemy units, base camps and cache
sites and to interdict enemy movement into the popalated lowlands to pro-
vide maximum security for the population.

To conduct operations in coordination with GVN forces to defeat
vcm?vc: in the populated lowlands.

¢ To copduct vombined, limited objective, alrmobile operations in
reaction to hard intelligence within *he AO.

d To place fires on acquired targets in the A Shan Valley on a con-
tinuous basis.

To corduct reconnaigsance and surveillance in the AC.

(39

To reinforoe, on « '~r, the Mal Loc CIDG Caup.

To provide one airm -bile infantry battalion as corps reserve.

= W

To support GVN pacification and development plans and programs.

[

To provide civic action assistance.
] To assist GVN forces in the defense of Hue.
k

Po assist G¥VN foroces in providing secvrity for the Vietnamese Rail-
way System (VNRS) within the AO,

7
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AYDG-GC
SUBJECT: Opemational Report - lessons learmed, 10lst Alrborne Division
(Airmobile) Period Emding 30 Aril 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

1 To assist GWN forces to assume full responsibility for oonbat,
pacification and psychological operations in Thua Thisn Province.

A To mreyare for opsrations in'an expandsd AD, on order.

To accomplish these missions the division contirmued to support the
1970 accelerated pacification and development program in Thua Thien Pro-
vince by employing three bettalions and nine mobile training teams in the
early stages of TRXAS STAR. Ths success of the mobile trailning team pro-
gram indjcated in RANDOLPH GIMN was exparded to provide 18 teams in the
lowlands and pledmont area under control of the 2d Brigade. Operations
in elose coordination with GVN officials were conducted to isolats the
lowlands from infiltration by NVA and main force units, restrict enemy
movemsnt in the populated areas, search out the Viet Cong infrastructure
and eliminate their influence on the populace, ani to increase the people's
confidence in the 1lécal governmnt. Two dedicated battalions continued
to conduct combined operations and training in Phu loc and Phong Dien
Diastricts and one battalion conducted coabined operations with RF units
in the piedmont south of Hoe to eliminate enemy infiltration into the
area. The 24 Brigade conducted extensive combined operations from squad
through company size to increase the participation of territorial foxces
in the defenge of their homes. The mobile training teams contimued to
train territorial forces to increase their combat effectiveness and PSDF
to improve their ability to defend their hamlets and villages. The bri-
gade also maintained liaison with district headquarters to improve the
zapability to readt to incidents of envmy terrorism and food gathering
among the peopls.

The 1st ani 33 Brigades, in conjunction with the 54th and 1lst Regi-
mts (ABVN), deployed against NVA in the canopied area between the low.
lards of Thua Thien Province and the A Shau Valley. GCombined airmobile
operations wers conducted wvith elsmsnis of the 1si Inf Div (ARVY) to
locate and destroy ensmy forcea, base camps and cache sites.

Cavalry, Air Yorce and artillery aircraft contimued to conduct exten-
sive aerial reconnaissance throughout the area of operations and the divi-
gion continued to expand the employment of unattended sensor and other
sucveillance devices to locate cnemy targets and employ artillery amd air
fire power against them.

(9) Other Significant Activities.

(a) BRoad construction. Roed building and upgrading projects were
ocontirmed during the period. Although engineer efforts were primarily
in mupport of tactical operations, road and bridge building significantly’
strengthened the local economy amd substantially aided resettlement,
particularly in Phong Dien and Quang Dien .istricts.

8
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SUBJRCT: Operational Bsport - lessons learned, 10lst Airborne Division
(Afrmobile) Period Bading 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (0)

(v) Boundary acquisition. On 19 Pebruary the division acquired an
eddition to the eastern portion of the area of operation from the lat
Marine Division. The area included fire support bases Tomahawk and los

Banos and sompletad the embodiment of all Thua Thien Province into the
diviaion AO.

(c¢) ¥ Proop. On 12 March, Troop P (Provisional), 24 Sqdn (Ambl),
17th Cav was inactivated and redesignated as Co A, 10lst Avn Bn (AH)
(Ambl)., The troop had been organized from assets of the division on
16 December 1969 to supplement division reconnaissance and surveillanos
operations.

() Personnel influx. & rmuber of persomnel from the redeploying
lat US Infantry Division joined the ranks of the 10ist Abn Div (Ambl) as
a result of redepioyment of that unit from the Reputlic of Vietnam.

(e) 21 Brigade movement. 24 Brigade, three infantry battalions and
supporting elements moved from Camp Sally to Pm Bal Combat Base on 13
March following the movement of XXIV Corps headquarters to Da Nang. At
1700 hours on 30 March, Camp Sally was officially releaped from oontrol
of the 101st Abn Div (Ambl) and transferred to the lst Inf Div (ARWN) in
a cerexony at Camp Sally.

(10) Enomy losses during the reporting periods
Contacts XIA KBA EKBH PW IWC COSWC Grain - Tons

February 331 176 o] 22 3 9 11 2.4675

March 277 185 18 12 4 123 16 1.6905

April 413 344 29 80 8 127 45 1.0000
Demolitiors Documents -S-‘-Ammition &s Vehicles

Pobruary 88,25 lbs 11.25 1ks 20,952 ds 1182 nds 16

March 79.45 lbs 21,25 1bs 11,836 rds 1912 rds 5

April 610,00 1bs 15,25 lbs 23,358 rds 88,076 rds 39

(11) Friendly losses during the reporting period:

February 31 KIA 116 WA 3 MIA
March 56 KIA 227 Wi 1 MIA
April 83 KA 443 WIa 1 ML
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(12) G3 Mlr aotivities:

(a) During the reporting period, close air support sorties were flown
in the division area of operation as followss

Fobruary ¥arch April
Preplanned soriies 418 591 501
Tomed iate sarties 124 98 109
Combat sky spots 334 562 368
Flareships i 6 22
Gunships (Spooky, 16 0 19

Shadow and Stinger)

(b) Tactical air strikes expended 5682 tons of bombs and 200 tons
of napalm, resulting in 46 NVA/VC KIA and the following dammge:

844 bunkers destroyed

14 bunkers dameged

23 mte destroyed

4 military structures destroyed
25 12, 7Tmm gun positions destroyed
259 secondary exploaions

256 secondary fires

20 boxes of ammunition deatroyed
14 ammnition fives

68 trucks destroyed
1 bulldozer destrnyed

2 half tracks damaged
Routes 916, 9222 and 27 interdicted in 365 locations

Nusbreus trails interdicted
10 tunnel entrances destroyed

(o) During the reporting period, 67 B52 strikes were conducted against

targets in the AD. 10 CONFIDENTlAL
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b. (C) Training.

(1) In order to maximize foroes avallable during the Tet peried,
battalion refresher training was suspended from 21 Jamuary to 16 Pebdb-
ruary. 4dgain on 9 April, training was muapended dus to the increased
enexy contaot throughout the A0. Training remainsd suspended through
the end of the reporting period. The program contirmed to emphaasize
marksmanahip, small unit tactics, airmobile operatiocus, mines and boody
traps, and ambush operations.

{2) To amsist in upgrading the effectivenesas of the territorial
forces, additional Msbile training teams (M) were organized, trained
at the Screaming Eagle Replacement Training School (SEB.TS), and employed
in the diviasian area of operation. At the end of the reporting period,
18 MIMTs were derloyed.

(3) During the reporting period, a total of 27 selected personnel
attended one of the threes aqyoles of the MACY Recondo School. Twenty-
four personnel from the 18t Infantry Division (ARVN) also attended the
school. EKach ABVN soldier was assigned a US buddy who was also attending
the school to encourage partiocipation by the ARVN and assist in the tran-
sition from ARVN to US instruction.

(4) Three cycles of the 101st Airborme Division (Airmobile) Sniper
School were conduoted during the pericd. Fourteen personnel from the
1st Brigaude, 5th Infantry Diviaion (Mechanized) and 45 personnel from the
101t Airborne Division (Airmobile) graduated from the aschool. All grad-
uates were equipped with the XM21 sniper rifle. A sniper cortact team,
conginting of the sniper school OIC and several instructors visited units
in the field +o discuss and assist commanders in planning for sniper

employment.,

(5) The Pathfimder Platocn sonducted training.in pathfinder operations
fon soldiers of the 1st Infantry Division (um). Two classes, totalling
25 nnel, were graduated, To aid instruction, the Pathfinder Handbook
wag translated into Vietnamese. Trailning stresmed pathfinder principles,
techniquss in planning and conducting airmobile operatiocns, and ground con-
tr.l of rotary wing aircraft.

(6) The 10l1st Airborne Division Airmobile Operations School conducted
two olasses at Camp Bagle during the reporting period. A total of 67
personnel from the division, the 1lst Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mecha-
nized), the let Infantry Division (ARVE), and MACV Advisory Team 18 attended
the courses. Instruction was presented to battalion and higher commnders,
38 and 83 Air officers, and other selectsd staff officers. During the month
of April Airmobile Operetions Bchool instxuotors presented slasses to 33
cadre personnel of the Vietnamese Dong Da National Training Center.

H
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o. (C) Chemical.

(1) General. During Pebruary, March and April, the Division Chemical
Section with operational contrul of the 20th Chemical Detachment (CBRC)
and the 10tk Chemical Platoon {DS) (Separate) continued to mrovide chemical
combat support ¢to the division.

(2) Operaticna.

(8) During the reporting period, the Division Chemical Section per-
formed the following missiona:

TYFE MIS3ION MISSIONS SQRTIES _AMYUNT
Airborne Personnel Detector 119 119  W/a
derial Flame Operations 92 437 3,462 55 gal dmuns
Bulk ¢S 11 16 428 55 gal dmus
6 42 77
2 4 BLU52
Tactical CS 9 16 125 E158 Cannisters

3 1,120 NJA3 grenades

2 8 CBU-30/A

Aerial Defoliation (Herbicids) 3 6 780 gallons
Aerial Defoliation {Diesel) 13 65 8,495 gallons
Ground Defoliation N/a N/A 295,000 gallons
Pougasse Issued /A F/A 600 tbl

Inspected/Installed N/A R/a  246/186 bdl
Husch Flare Installed 19 N/A 32
B8 CS launcher Inspscted/Installed 4 R/L  69/17
Crop Destruction 2 3 210 Gallons
Cave Seeding . 1 K/A 160 lbs €S2

12
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TYR MISSIN MISSIONS SORTIES AMOUET
Protective Mask Inspected 32 R/a 6,017
Repaired/Bvacuated K/A F/A  879/1,297
PIT Serviced/Inspected E/A R/A  22/22
Detactor Kits Inspected X/A B/A 65

{b) The Alrborne Personnel Detector continued to be used as a pri-
mary intelligence gathering device to mupplement or confirm intelligemnce
concerning enemy activity and to assisi in locating epemy base areas and
cache sites. The brigades conducted AFD miesions in their respective A0s,
while the 24 Squadren (Ambl),17th Cavalry conducted missiona in the recon-
naissance zone and special missions remested by the brigades. The divi-
sion chemical section provided technical assistance in planning the mis-
gions. 4An officer was also provided to serve as 0IC for the conduct of
the missions and for interpretaticn of results for immediate exploitation
of the targets. Several significant trends in enemy activity were ind{-
cated by the AFD readings which assisted in determining ememy locations.
Methods of exploitation by divisional units included employment cf AHA,
gunships, artillery, air striles, €5, and bulk flame drops.

() Aerial flams operations using both the CH47 and UHIH beliccpters
wers sonducsted on booby trapped aress planned for resetilemsnt; to cleaxr
fislds of fire arcund.fire support P¢ses; on landing zones for clearing
booby wraps and to assist in expansion; and on suspeoted ensxy positions
and ocachs smites,

1 o mjor flams Iwojescts were conducted in Huong Ty and Pm T
Districtas to assist in alearing booby traps in areas planned for resettle-
mnt and to clear mines and bBoodby traps from trails amd dikes adjacent to
inhahidted avess, The cperstions were supported by ground elements from
the infantry brigades and by Marine CAP Teams and Popular Force platoons.
Theae personnel vere responsibls for mmicirg the targets and sweeping the

areas following the drops to detect booby iraps exposed by the {lams,

2 TFlams was used extensively on landing zones to clear booby traps
prior $0 troop insertions. The value of the asrial delivered flames muni-
tions was demonstrated by the muaber of tooby traps detonated, neutralized,
or sxposed by the flame. On ons occasion a landing zone, boody trapped
vith Chicom claymore mines “acing upward for posaible detonation by rotor
wash of helicopters, was alsared by the flame. Ten sécondary explosions
were observed immediately following the drop.

13
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1 Several new fire support bases were ccnstructed and several pre-
viously censtruicted bases were reoccupied during the reporting peried.
Tris required extensive clearing opesaticns around the perimeters to
facilitate observation aud yrovide fields of fire. Bulk flame drops
were conducted to assist in these clearing opsrations.

4 4 major flame project was conducted for the 2d ROK lBrine Brigade
in booby trapped areas 20 kilometers south of Da Hang. The project was
conducted to asaist in clearing the booby trapped areas planned for Viet-
namese resettlement and to provide instruction and technical assistance
in training the ROK forces in the development of their own aerial {lame
program, The 10let Airborme Division (Airmobile) prosided a CH47 helicopter
and personnel for the conduct of the flame operation. A briefing was
conducted at the ROK brigade headquarters to describe the concept of
employment and the operational techniques., A total of 520 drums of fuel
wore dropped during the initial three days of the operation. Assistance
wag provided by the BCK forces in marking the target areas and in rigging
the nets for the drops. An area of approximately one half square kile-
meter was cleared during the initial portion of the operation, wath a
total of eight secondary explosions reported and several other booby traps
neutralized.

(d) The use of bulk and tactical CS increased significantly during
the reporting period. The munitions were employed using both organic
helicopters and USAF and USM' high-perfcrmance aircraft. Bulk CS targets
ircluded enemy base areas and major -oad networks leading into the northern
nalf of the A Shau Valley. The tacti:al CS missions were conducted on sus-
pected enemy locations in conjunction wi:h artillery and air strikes and in
support of troop imsertions and ground operations.

1 Fifty-five gallon drums of CS-2 equipped with the X925 impact fuze
and burster assembly were dropped from CH47 helicopters on nine separate
target areas for terrair restriction amd for- interdiction of roads, MKT77
500 pound bombs, each contalning 80 pounds of CS-1, and BID-52 bombs,each
containing 260 pounds of CS-2,were employed from USMC and USAF hlgheper-
formance aircraft to interxdict the heavy vehioular traffic bringing enemy
troops and supplies intuv the forward base areas. The interdiction caused
th~ onemy to divert equipment amd personnel to clear the areas or con-
struct new routes, thus exposing -chelr position to artillery and air strikes
employed against them.

2 E158 CS cannisters werw caployed on suspected empmy positions in
support of ground elements conineting sweep operations, in support of
artillery and air etrikes, and for combined US/ABVN operations conducted
in the vicinity of FSB Henderson. The Ei58 cannisters were employed from
UH'E helicopters with each zircraft carrying 10-15 cannistersj IMJA3 gre-
nades were also delivered from fabricated rocket tube assenbdblies constructed
frouw faur 2.75 inch rocke! uibes. Bach tube assembly is filled with 20 C3
grenadss; approximately 4CO grenades can be delivered by each aircraft.

14 CONFIDENTIAL
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In supporting the troop insertions, the munitions were euploved on enemy
mortar and automatic weapons positions directad 1t the landing zones to
be used for insertion. The E159 cannisters wer: alse ecployed tc screan
the flanka of a unit conducting sweep operations. One tactical ¢S mission
was conducted using asight C3U-30/A bomba dropped from F-100 aireraflt, in
gupport of an aorial rocket artillery raid in the northern portion of tne
A Shau Vall. ;.

(e) Helicopter defoliation missionp using both diesel and oil mix-
ture, and harbicides, were conducted with the modified Agavenco sprayer.
The diesel spray operations were comlucted rround fire support bases in
the piedmont area where herbicides caild pot be used que to proximity of
friendly crops. Herbicide missions were also canducted on major infil-
tration routes leading into remote fire support bases and on areas where
several large cache sites had bee' located.

(£f) Extensive ground defoliation opcrations were conducted around
fire support bages and along rcutes where the dense foliage hampered
vigual cobservation. The diesel was sprayed using a fabricated spray
gystem consistig of a hose and pump assembly attached to the fuel con-
taiper. A major project was conducted to clear the foliage along approxi-
mtely seven kilcmeters of the Hue-Da Nang railrcad track which had been
the tazrget of enemy mining., A method was develored employing large con-
tainers carried on railroad flat cars te sypray diesel along each side of
‘he traock. The area of spray extended out approximately 50 feet to each
.ide of the trackg. The sprayed area; were then burned.

(&) A cave meeding operation was condusted on a cave ani tunnel com-
plex discovered during a sweep ~nd clear ovperaticn., The complex, which
c-nsisted of several rooms and tunnels, reinforced with concrete, was
thoroughly seeded with powdered CS-2 by pla:ing eight pound bags of CS-2
nn detonating cord located throughout the cave,

(b) Two crop destruction missions were conducted using Agent Blue to
destroy the .noreasing mumber of garden plcts scattered throughout the
division AQ., Two techniques were used in destroying the plots. The
Agavenoo sprayer was used in areas where numerous garden plois were con-
centrated and where the enemy groupd fire t'wreat was negligible. In areas
of higher threat five gallon plastic collapeible containers (Lug-a-jugs)
filled with Agent Blue were dropped from ‘THH helicopters on the garden
plots. The average coverage cf tae ligquil using this technique is approxi-
mately 20 X 80 foet with additional coverage gaired by vaporization amd
nndmttc

(1) Kew M thods.

J Modified Agavenco Eyrayer. The Agavenco sprayer used for spraying
herbisides and diesel for defoliation was modifisd by removing the windpill

¥ CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AYDG-GC

SUBJRCT: Operational Report - Lessons learned, 1Clst Alrborne Division
(Airmobile) Period Bnding 30 April 197C, RCS CSFMR-65 (32) (U)

Tump asgsmbly and replacing it with the M113 Armored Peracnnel Carrier
bilge pump. The pump operates from the aircraft electrical system, making
the apray concentration independsnt of aircraft speed. This modification
enavles missions to ve flown at slower epeeds, providing a heavier con-
centration of spray in the ares desired, At a speed of 80 knota, the
modified Agavenco sprayer will dispense 110 galions of defoliant over a
distance of seven kilometers, The width of spray is approximately 60
feet, providing a concentration of three gallona per acre.

£ Use of plastic containers to dispense defoliants. 4 system was
developed using five gallon collapsible containers (Lug-a-jugs) filled
with Agent Orange or Blue to engage the numercvus garden plots scattered
throughout the division A0. Delivery techniques are discussed in para~
gaph ¢. (2) (h), above. A problem was encountered in filling the con-
tainers and in retaining the cap in place to prevent spill. A more
durable container with a cap providing a better seal will assist in over-
coming the problem.

3 "Jeepo" containers for cave seeding operations. The "Jeepo" con-
tainers are filled with eight pounds of powdered CS-2 and were used in
cave seeding operations., A fuzing system was developed using a non-
electrical blagting cap, a2 six inch length of detonating cord, and a
metal shield made from a tin can, This system has proven successful,
howevar, mch time is required to assemble it. A VIAPA reques: was gub-
mitted requesting development of a non-pyrotechnic CS grenade similar in
size to the MjA> grenmade with a 8-10 second fuze to assist in cave sesed-
ing operations,

d. (C) Intelligence.
(1) Enemy Situation.

(a) At the baginnink of ths reprrting pericd enemy unita were located
as followss

1 In Mlitary Region Tri-Thien-Hus (MRTTH), local force companies
wers located in their normal area of operationss Cll3 vicinity YD4033,
Cii4 vieinity YD4019, €115 vicinity YD6217 and Cl1é vicinity YD7904. The
Phu Vang Special Action Unit (PVSAU) was unlocated. The Pl Loc Armed
Battalion (PLAB) and the 4th NVA Regiment were operating in the Phu Loc
Mountains with most activity oentered in tha Phu Loc (3? Headquarters and
the Truoi River Bridge areas. The 5th NVA Regiment was deployed in its
traditional area of cperations sau thwest of Fue, with the 804th Infantry
Battalion vicinity YC8195, the 810th Infantry Battalion vicinity ¥D5715,
the X32 Rockes Artillery Battalion operating vicinity YD7299, and

the unlocated Chi Thua I and Chi Thua Il Sapper Battalions possibly operating

vicinity YC6282. The 29t~ NVA Regiment was locatad east of the central &
16
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Shau Valley along the Bac la River Valley, vicinity FSB Maurwen (YD4812),
The 8,34 WVA Regiment was btelieved operating from eastern Base Area §11

and possibly in the A Shou Vallay. BElements of tha 6th NVA Regiment were
deploysd in the proximity of the Phong Dien (D) lovlands with slements of
the X12 Sapper, 80Cth and 806th Infantry Battalions operating with the CIl3
and Cl14 Local Force Companies. The maneuver battalions of the Tth Front

had returned to the area west of former Base Area 101, after being refitted
and reinforced.

2 In the B-5 (DMZ) Pront at the beginni~g of the reporting period
there were eight enemy units operating in the DMZ area, The 524 IiVA Regi-
ment, 320th Division was located in northwestern Quang Tri (F). The 24
Battalion, 246th NVA Regiment wms in the western portion of the central
DMZ, vicinity XD8363., The 24 Battalion, 27th NVA Regiment was operating
vicinity YDO568. The 31at NVA Regiment was deployed throughout the eastern
DIZ area and making incursions in the Juang Tri (P) lowlands. The 270th
NVA Regiment was located in the northeastern DM vicinity YD1986, The 84th
Bocket Artillery Regiment was deployed throughout the DMZ in general support
of the B~5 Pront. The l26th Naval Sapper Regimaut was located vicinity
2289,

(v) Bpemy activity during the month of February failed to match
anticipat:d TRT high pointa. Prisoners of war and captured documents
indicated that Allied operations had severely restricted eneny activities
in the lecwlands of Qang Tri and Thua Thien Provinces and I'VA forces
ocated in the forward edge of the jungle canory were forced to cbtain
their rice from North Vietnam. There were sporadic surges of activity by
the 27th and 246th NVA Regiments along wne DMZ and by the Sth NVA Regi-
ment operating south of Hue, These surges were evidenced by an increase
in the attacks by fire on 4llied installations and forward fire suppert
bases. NVA forces continued a high level of logistical activity in
thoir rear support areas. Photo and visual reconnaissance repeatedly
dotected signs of vehicular activity in the Vietnamese 3aliernt and the
northern A Shau Valley. The enemy increased anti~-aircraft fire through-
out the division area of operations, with the most numercus incidents
encountered along his critical lines of communication.

{c) Enemy initiated contacts showed no significant change in
Northern I Corps during iarch. DMZ activity was characterizel by attacks
by fire in the area south of the central DMZ. There wan an increase in
ground activity in the B-5 Pront area of operations with 80 centacts in
March, as compared to 64 in Pebruary. In addition to the overall increase
in ground activity there was aldo a significant rise in the number of
platoon and company sized contacts. Intelligence indicated that elements
of the 304th XVA Division had moved into western Qquang Tri (P). A major
logistical buildup sontinued in the Thua Thien mountain region where NVA

17
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forces were concentrated., Phoio and visual reconnaissance nissions con-
timied to detect signs of NVA vshicular activity in the Vietnamese Salient
anpd throughout the A Shau Valley. The enemy continued to repair roads
interdicted by Allied air strikes with bulldozers and engineer equipment,
During March there was an increase in the use of larger caliber weapons
omployed against Allied aircraft with the heaviest volume of fire stiil
being encountered along the enemy's critical lines of commnication.

() Bnemy initiated contacts increased significantly during the first
two woeks of April. DMZ activity was characterized by attacks by fire
primarily in the FPSB Fuller and Camp Carrol areas., The enemy used 120mm
mortars in the DMZ for the first time ip two years, The presence of the
66tk Regt, 304th NVa Division in the upper Da Krung Valley increased the
aaemy threat in central Tri (P). The extensive logistiocel buildup
oontinued in the Thua Thien (P) movntaein region. The enemy improved and
expanded logistical facilities eastward towards the lowlands, establishing
cache sites, improving lines of comrunication and constructing bunker
and tunnel complsxes. Enemy offensive cperaticns in the central Thua
Thien (P) canopy and piedmont regions were charecterized hy attacks by fire
and limited ground and sapper attacks. Aerial and ground rsconnaissance
and surveillence operations continued to indicate heavy vehicular act vity
in the Vietnamese Salient and the A Shau Valley.

(e) At the end of the reporting period enemy units were located as
follows:

1 In Milita?y Begion Tri-Thien-lu2 (MRTTH), local force companies
were located in their normal area of opermtions:s €113 vicinity rhong
Dien (D), C114 vicinity Quang Dien (D), C115 vicinity YD6614 and G116
viecinity YD8304. The Phu Vang Special Action Unit remained unlocated. The
Znu Loc Armed Battalion and ths 4th NVA Regiment continued to operate in
the Phu Loc mountaina., The K4C Battalion, 4th RVA Regiment was located
vicinity 200193 and the K4B Battalion, 4th Hegiment was located near
21896+ The 5th NVA Regiment remained in its traditional area of oper=-
ations with the headquarters located vicinity YC9282, the 804th Infantry
Battalion vieinity YC3195, the 810th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD5T15,
the 439th 3attalion vicinity YC6297, the X32 Rocket hrtillery Battalion
vioinity YC7299, the Chi Thua I Sapper Battalion vicinity YC6282, and the
Chi Thua II Sapper Battalion vieinity ¥C7290. The 6th NVA Regiment was
deployed in the canmopy =~ ath of the Phong Dien (D) piedmont area with the
regimental headquarters viecinity YD32216, {he 80Oth Infantry Battalion
vieinity 12922, the 8024 Infantry Battalion vicinity ¥D2010, the 806th
Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4622, the K35 Rocket Artillery Battalion
vicinity 3620, and the K12 Sapper Battalion vicinity YD3423., The 29th
and 8034 NVA Regiments oif the 324B Division were opsrating east of the
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A Shau Valley just sout: and southeast of the 6th NVA Regiment. The 29th
NVA Begiment Headquarters was loucated vicinity YD4405, with the Tth
Infantry Battalion vizinity YD5%307, the B8th Infantry Battalion vicinity
YD4705, and the 9th Infantry Battalion vicinity ¥YD4907. The B03d NVA
Bogiment Headquarters was located vicinity YD3415, with the l1st Infaniry
Battalion vicinity YD3616, the 24 Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4412 and
the 3 Infantry Battalion vicinity ¥D3311. The headquarters of the ;248
Division remained in Base Area 611 with MRTTH Headquarters. The 675th
NVA Artillery Regiment was 9till carried in Base Area 611, The 7th Front
remained located vicinity of former Base Axsa 101. The 812th 'VA Regiment,
which had hesn engaged in logistical activity supporting the 7th Front,
was now located well into Thua Thien (P) with iis headquarters vicinity
YD2525, the 4th Infantry Battalion vicinity ¥D2428, the 5th Infantry
Battalion vicinity YDG023; and the 6th Infantry Battalion vicinity ¥D2025.

2 At the end of the reporting period, in the B~5 (DIZ) Front, theare were
ten units operating in the DM area as far south as the Ba Long River
Valley. The 524 NVA Begiment, 320th Livision was still carried in the
northwestern corner of Quang Tri (P). The 246th NVA Begiment was operat-
ing in the western portion of the central DlZ with the headquarters
vicinity XD9371; the lst Battalion vicinity XD9455; the 24 Battalion
vicinity XD8363; and the % Battalion vicinity XD9461. The headquarters
of the 27th NVA Regiment was located vieinity YD066€, with 1st Battalion
vicinity YD0%6%; the 24 Battalion vicinity YDO570; and the 3d Battalion
vicinity YD0459, The 75th Anti-aircraft Battalion was recently depleyed
0 the DMZ and is employed vicinity X09561. The 36th NVA Begiment was
not active during the reporting peri>d and is carried as unlocated in
North Vietnam., The 84th Rocket Artillery Regiment and the 164th Rocket
Artillery Regiment appeared to alternate fire support responsibility in
the central DMZ area. Headquarters, B84th Rocket Artillery Regiment was
located vicinity XD9874. The 126th Naval Sapper Regiment remained located
vicinity ¥£2189., The newly arrived 66th NVA Regiment was located vicinity
1D0242. Forward elements of the 304th Division were operating south of
the EKhe Sanh Plateau vicinity XD8438. Elements of the 27th Battalion,
318t NVA Begiment were operating in the Quang Tri (P) lowlands with the
battalion and regimental headquarters in North Vietnan vicinity YD1185.
The 270ih RVA Regirment remained loczted north of the eastern DId vicinity
YL 986.

(2) Viet Cong Infrastructure Activities.

(a) The month of Pebruary 1970 reflected a decline in VC/VCI incidents
over thas previous month. The majority of incidents during the month in-
volved the coilection of rice. These collections includesd confiscation or
wre conducted under the guise of taxation. The increase in propaganda
activily was indicative of the emphasis by the enemy on discrediting the
Allied pacification program and the preparation of the lowlands for
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posaible future offensive activity. There were two VC/VCI rel-ted in-
cidents in Pebruary that have not been recorded for some time in the low-
lapds, The first involved a V¢ local force company (probably the C113)
that entered UU Thuong (H) in Phong Dien (D). The coupany or-anized a
propaganda meeting and upon their departurs destroyed 85% of the fence
around the hamlet, The other incident occurred on 12 February vhen three
122mm rockets impacted in Hue City. This was clagsified as an inciden® of
terroris® gince all casualties were civilian. The attack probadly was 1
political propaganda lesson implying that G¥N forces cannot protest the
porulace and that, when US forces are withdrawn, the city of Hue will

once again fall under Communist control. Durins the nonth of February a
total of thirty-nine VCI were eliminated by GV amd Alllied operations
vithin Thua Thien (P). Of this muber, twenty-three were considered
significant under current MACV standards. Inactivity during the TET heli-
days may account for the decrease in VC/VCI incidents during February,

(b) During March the total number of VC,/VCI related incidents showed
no significant change from February; however, a large increase in sahotage
activity was noted. Sabotage wae directed primerily against the ihe-

Da ¥ang railroad in Phu Loc (D) and hamlet security foress in Phorg Dien
(D)s A recent rallier from Phong Dien (D) stated that due to heavy losses,
the C113 Local Force Company has been reorganized into a group of special
action units, The comparny has a atrength of approximtely forty—eix
personnel, organized into four special action units deployzd throughout
Phong Dien (D). This reorganization is comsistent with the strategy
sutlined by COSVR,Resolution 14, which states that maximim emphasis should
be prlaced on guerrilla warfare, During the month of March a total of
seventy~geven VCI cadre were aliminated by GVN and Allied operations within
Thua Thien (P). Of this number, twenty-two were considered significant
under cuxresnt MACV standards,

(¢) During April the total mumber of VC,YCI related incidents rose
sharply., Rice collection activity declined, however, there was an in-
croase in the number of terrorist and sebotags incidents. On 24 April,
12 armed V¢ entered Doc Buu (E), Huong Eo (Vﬁ Huong Tra (D) and kidnapped
the entire village disirict council (six VN Civ) and five mecbers of the
PSDF, This incident is indicative of VCI attempts to frighten and ter-
rorize the local populace, with the desired effort of disswading the
people from participating in the GVN government., During the month of
April a total of forty-four VCI cadre were eliminated by GVN and Allied
operations within Thua Thien (P). Of this number, twenty-one were
considered significant under ourrent MCY standards.

(d) '™e following table compares the VC/VCI incideats for February
(1aft), Maxch (center), and April (right), by district:
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DISTRICI Rinfoon Prop 58 Jntel Iid  Assss Jerpor  Jotal
Phong Dien 0/0/1 1/0/0 o/4/3 0/0/1 0/0/o ©/0/0 0/2/1 1/6/6
Huong Dien 0/0/0 o/o/0 o/o/o ofo/o o/o/o ©/o/0 0/0/0 0/0/0
Quang Dien 0/0/1 o/1/6 ofo/o o/o/c 0/0/0 o/o/0 0/0/1 0/1/2
huong Tra  5/7/2  0/0/3 0/o/0 o/o/o o/o/3 o/o/3 ofo/t  5/7/12
Huong Thuy 4/1/0 1/0/0 o/o/0 o/1/o o/o/0 1/0/0  ©/0/1 6/2/1
P Vang  0/0/0 o/o/2 o/o/o o/0/0 ofofo ofo/0 0of0/0 0/0/2
P Thu 0/0/0 o/o/3 o/o/o ofo/0 o/o/c o/o/0  0/0/3 o/0/6
Phu Loc  10/7/5 4/0/2 2/5/1 o/o/c o/1/1v ofo/1  1/0/1 11/13/17
Vinh Loc  0/0/0 o/o/t 0o/0/0 0/0/0 ©o/0/0 ofo/o 0/0/0 0/0/1
Nan Hoa 0/0/0 o/o/0 ofo/o ofo/c of/o/o o/o/o ©0/0/0 o/o/¢c
Hue City  ©/0/0 o/o/0 o/o/o ofof/o o/o/o ofe/o 1/c/0 1/0/0
TOTAL 19/15/9  6/1/11 2/9/10 o/1/1 0/1/4 1/0/4 2/2/8 30/29/47

(3) G2 Air Dperations.

(8) During the reporting period coordination has been effected with
the Commanding Officer, 245th Surveillance Airplane Company (SAC) and the
108th Artillery Group to reduce the time required to deliver fire support
in ths division reconnaissance zone in response to inflight STAR and BED
HAZE reporis. The system presently being used has the following featuress

1 245th 8AC aircraft performing missions in support of the division
entar the G2 Air not when committed to the division area of operations.

2 Te ¥3CC of 108th Artillery Group at Dong Ha Combat Base monitors
the diviaion G2 Air net.

3 245th SAC aircraft render inflight reports of moving targets or
EED BAZE eniesions to the G2 Air. These reports are monitored by the
108th Artillery Group.

4 108th Artillery Group passes the fire mission to the firing battery.
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G2 Air passes the fire mission request to the diviaion FSB in the
DTOC. The F3B obtains artillery clearance and passes it to ths 108th
Artillery Group.

6 108th Artillery Group passes artillery clearance to the firing
battery and the target is engaged.

() The 220th Reconnaissance Airplane Company has provided one
additional gortie per day for a total of twelve sortiscs %o the division
daily. This sortie has been allccated to the Imagery Interpretation
(1) Section of the 10lst ! Company. This additional sortie enables the
II Section to perform visual reconnaissance and hand-held photographic
migaions into high risk areas, releasing divisional aircraft to support
other areas. This added capability has greatly enhanced the ability of
the division to perform reconnaissance of major infiltration routes and
to obtain timely photographic coverage of transitory targets. lMoreover,
the aircraft vhich perform theee missions have acted as strike coorxdinators
whan gun shipa, ARBA, and tactical air support have been employed against
such targets as anti-aircraft installations and truck parks,.

(4) G2 Ground Surveillance Operations.

(a) The G2 Ground Surveillance Section established secure voice radio
commnications with sernsor readout aircraft beginning in February 1970.
This secure net is used to pass significant sensor informtion and has
‘mproved target amalysis and response to the information.

(v) The sensor monitor site at Camp Sally was closed on 15 February
1970, Stwrings which had been previously monitored from that site were
passed to the contrel of the monitor site at Camp Evans. A new monitor
aite was established on a barge in the Dam lLap An Bay between FSB Los
Banos (AT831999) and Lang Co Bridge (AT886956). on 15 February 1970. This
floating monitor site was organized with six ssnsor personnel equipped with
three portatales, a NOD, a FPS~5 radar with operators, and a security
force with two 50 caliber machineguns. The site monitored 10 strings
consisting of 33 minisids and 15 adsids located along the Hus-DaNang
Railroad and approaches to the mallroad track. This operation was
esiablished in an effort to deter the enemy firom interdicting the track
vhich haa been a consistent target in the past. The raft sank during a
heavy storm on 2 April 1970 and all equipment aboard sank in the bay.
Vhen the equipment wvas recovered on 3 April it was found that all three
portatales were still operatiopal anmd the monitor site was reestablished
at lang Co Bridge, The track in the target area was not interdicted
during the period that the sensors were in operation.

(¢) A plan was developed during the reporting peried to saturate
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re-pulocted target axress with acoustic sensors in such a manner as to
better define enemy locations, monitor traffiec into and out of an area and
to determinu routes of egress onoe the target wee engaged. 8Six strings
oconeisting of 26 acoubouys mpd 6 spikebouys were air delivered on 1 April
1970 in & target mres vicinity PSB Airborme (¥D355072). 8ix strings con-
sisting af 26 acaubouys and 2 apikebouys were air delivered on 14 April

in snother target area vioinity PSB Bradley (YD278122), To date, heavy
vehicular traffic has been detectsd in both target areas, Artillery
rosponne to these detections resulted in pnumerous secondary exploasions.

(d) Muwring the reporting period, the number of operational RF sensor
strings in the division mrea of operations increased frum 47 t0 a new high
of 76, PSID sets on hamd in the division increased from 90 to 105 and
operational USD/W-1 increased from 29 to 42,

() Counterintelligence Section.

(a) The CI Section, 1018t Military Intelligence Company engaged in a
variety of activities in support of its primary mission of safeguaxding the
1018t Airborne Division (Airmobile) from enemy sabotage, espionage and
subversion. IG and CI inspections of unit personnel, locument and physical
security programs were conducted to detect and eliminate security viola-
tions and vulnarabls areas subject to enemy exploitation.

(b) Personnel security investigations amd complaint inveatigations
were conducted to insure the validity of security clearances within the
division. Clearances for 828 replaccments were validated, 359 SECHET
clearances were granted, local files ck:cks for 2296 peruonnel were con-
ducted, and the intelligence records check of 354 individuals were for-
warded to higher headquarters Ly the Fersonnel Security Investigations
(PSI) Section.

{c) 1In order to reduce the threat of VG agents gaining acoess to
1018t Airborne Division (Airmobile) base camps, the CI Section maintains
current biogrephical dats on all local mationals ard third-country
nationals working on Allied installations. All local nmational permanent
hire perscnnel opn Camp Eagle now have a security clearance or an interinm
clearanos awaliting final determination. Close liaison is mmintained
with the Industrial RBelations Division, FPhu Bai, to ipsure that local
mationals go through the CI Section before obtaining acceptance for
employment.

(6) G2 Flans/Ordsr of Battle Section. The G2 Plans/Order of Battle
Bection contimed to monitor and record the enemy situation throughout
Northem I Corps with increased emphasis being placed on disseminating
oollected intelligenoe, The Order of Battle Bandbook was published in

23

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECTs Opsrational Report - leasons learnsd, 101at Alrboros Division
(Atrmobile) Period Bnding 30 April 1970, BCS CSPOR-65 (R2) (U)

Pebruary 1970 highlighting many monthe of research and analysis on enemy
forces opposing Allisd units In Quang Tri and Thua Thien Provinces., The
Oxrder of Battls Handbook was updated periodioslly ¢o remain current wiin
ths changing situation.

(7) Interrogation Section.

mmxcs {

(a) During the reperting periocd, the Interrogation Section, 101st
Military Intelligence Company frooesssd seven prisomers of war (2 ¥C aa

S ¥VA) and two Eol Chanhs (1 VC aad 1 NVA) from the 101st Airborns Division
(urmbilo). A muzber of prisoners of war and Hoi Chanhs captured by

AEVE were also interrogated.

(b) During the reporting period, 120 batches of captured enemy docu-
ments were exploited by the Intsrrogation Section.

(8) weathsr., The Air Porce Combat Weather Team, Sth Weather Squadron,
contirmad to provide meteorological support for the 101si Airborne Division
(Alrmobile). The weather team provides climatological information, weather
forecasts, weather varnings, spacial forecasts for individual flights by
army aviators, current weather reports for field commniers, weather sun-
maries used in the ewvaluation of past operations, and daily weather advice
and interpretation for the commnding general and his staff to asaist in
decigions concerning planned weathsr sensitive opexrations.

(a) February 1970.

1 ‘The weather during February was typical of the last full menth of
ths northeest monscon. Bainfall occurred on more days than the average.
However, the total rainfall for the month was below the mesan, Precipiia-
tion wvas measured on 12 days during Pebruary, with another 2 days experi-
sncing a trace of rainfall. The total rainfall for the month was just ]
under 1% inches. The ceilings and visibilities were tyrical for February.
Coilings and/or visibilities below 1500 feet and 3 miles occurred on 18
days. Ceilings below 300 feet and/or visibilities less than 4 mile were
reported on 6 days. Fog formed almost every day during February. The
average high temperature was 76°F and the averagm low 64°P.

2 The impast of the monsoon rainfall during February reduced the
airmobile capability of the division. Aerial reconnaissance in the
division reconnaissance zone waa occasionally restricted by weather. 4ir
Toroe taciical air support had to be ocancelled on six days in February.

(v) Mazoh 1970.

1 During March the total minfall was far below the average. However,
precipitation fell on more days than the mean. The total rainfall mrasured
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was 1§ inches amd occurred on 11 days with a trace of rain recordsd on
snother 5 days. Thers wms one thunderstorm reported, however, no rainfail
whs observed. Cloudiness and viaibility restrictions occurred on more
days than nozuml. Ceilings below 1500 feet and/or visibilities less than
3 zilas wee obesrved on 24 days this month. Ceilings belowv 300 feet axl/
or vieibilities lese than # mils were observed on 4 days. Fog formed on
14 days. Tempsratures were very close to the Maxch mean. The sverage
high temperature was 79°P and the sverage low temperature was 65°F,

2 T™s s'fects of the weather during March greatly hempered alrmobile
operations., Alr Force tectical airx support was canocellsd on 18 days., In
neral ther: ware only 9 days vhen planned operations were not restricted
axd they occurred during the first half of the month. The most significant
weather problem was the postronsment of combined US/LRVN operations near
J3B Ripcord from 17 through 28 March.

(c) A1) 1970.

1 During April the total rainfall was approximatsly equal to the man
valus of 2.1 inches. However, due to the changeover from a steady rain
psttern to a showsry one, some areas recsived rore than twice the mean.

The total mainfall was 2.29 inches and it occurred on 13 days which is

twioe the pnormal frequancy. Thunderstorms were reported on three days
along the ocastal plains, however, thuplerstorm activity occurved on 22 days
over the wouantainecus area. Cloudiness and visibility restrictions occuxred
on more days than normal. Ceilings belovw 1500 feet and/or visibilitiss
less than 3 niles kere observed on 1 days. Ceilings below 300 feet and/

or visivilities less than % mile were reported on 6 days. Fog formed on

15 days. The averags high temperature uas 87°F anl the uverage low 72°F,
vhich are ths expacted msan wvaluss.

2 The weather during April reflscted the last of the monsoon season
estrictions on airmobile operaticns, Beginning with the firat four days:
of the month, Alr Force tactical air support and visual reconnaissance
flights were cancelled. The only other psriod of restrictive weather
occarred betwen 12 and 16 April. Visunl recomnaissance flights were
cancsllsd on B days in April.

{4) Precipitation Data (Inches),
MMM MRAN JONIMUM  ACTUAL

Pobruary 8.1 2.2 045 144
March 1.3 2.6 0o 1.3
Azril 642 2.1 0.0 2.3
%
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o, (U) Personmel,

(1) Chaplain., During the reporting period the division moved from
£1f¢h to first place among Army divisiona in Vietma in religious ssrvices
beld and attendance at thess services. The two factors having the most
rignificant impact on this achievement were the realignment of Catholis
chaplain resources to employ a modified ares ooncept coverage, and svail-
ability of transpartation for chaplains to tale mervices to the men. A
special Raster Sunday servioe at Camp Bagle was attended by over 8,40C
soldiers from the division and other units throughout northern I Corps
Tactical Zone.

(2) Personnel mnagement. A progranm was initiated to reduce rota-
tional bumps in units 3o that no battalion size unit wvould loss rore than
ten percent of its strength during any ome month. The Progran has been
completed through the month of Aungust, )

(3) Medical.

(a) During the reporting pariod, tw significant epideriological
avestigations were performed. On 1 Maxch 1970, twu elsven week 0ld
puppies, macots of Troop B, 24 Squadron (Airmobile), 17th Cavalry,
were diagnosed as having rabies. Subsequent investigation revealed that
108 individuals had sufficient contact {0 warrant treatment with the
14 day series of duck embryo vaccims, No rabies cases vers reportsd and
‘ogs under three months oli were bannnd from division installations.

(v) The second epidemiclogical investigation inmwolwed an outbreak
of hepatitis in Company B, st Battalion (lirmobile), 327th In ‘antry in
mid-February. Investigatiorn revealed that the probable source of infaction
was a surface stream wvhich the msn of the unit used for drinking water with-
out utilizing the iocdine porification poenduwe. Contimued emphasis in
field manitation and hygiene practices is (xpected to rmeclude recurrsnce
of this type incident.

(4) Mitaxy Police.

(a) In March, a soldier with a degree in chemistry wes assigned to
the military polioce company., This individual was then tzained in
marilmans analysis at the USARY Crims labaratory, Long Binh. Arrange~
meots were made for utilization of the 9th Medical laboratery facilities,
85th Bvmcuation Hospital, P Bai to process mrihuana evidence, greatly
facilitating the completion of marihuam investigations. Frocessing time
was reduced from approximately five weeks to one weeke.

(b) With the move of the 24 Brigade from Camp Sally ¢o Fhu Bal Comhat
Base, the 2i Flatoon of the 101at Militaxy Police Company was relieved of
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its direct support role of ths brigade and placed in general support of
Fra Bad Cosdet Base on 22 March. Joint police opermtions were established
with the 504th MP Battalion wiich resulted in improved military police
corexags for the bhase,.

(5) ¥nance. On 15 April, a retrosctive pay rziss vas ordered accruing
foar months pay for servicemen. This ruquiremsn’ resulted in a supplem:ntal
Payroll for April, The diviaion fimmnos offioce processed and swepared she
supplemsntal payroll prior to the apd of the month,

(6) Changes in commsnd and staff., During the vaporting period the
fallowing changes in commard snl staff sssignoents occarreds

ACof3, G2  1XC L.W. Binirap succeaded M\J Zierdt on 10 Apr
ACofH, G4 17C D.R. Pinney moceeded LTC Pickett on L ar
ACof8, G5 /X! BB. Porter sucoseded L1C Deming on 6 Mar
16 ' JB. Martling sucosedsd 1IC Treragnier on 1 Apr
1/327 Inf 14X Deh. Yoder sucosede 170 Brophy on 1 Mar
2/327 Inf WG R.¥. Piokett sucoseded 1AC Pischer on 1 Her
2/501 Inf MG O.W. Livingston  succeedsd LIC Breshsars on 18 Apr
1/506 Inf  LAC HeCe Holt mcosednd LIC Pinney on 2
2/506 Inf  LIC A+C. lucas succesdod ITC Crowell on b e
2/319 Arty  INC WeH. Wallkez succeedsd LTC Bammond on 25 Apr
1/321 Axty I14C AJA. Bly succeednd IIC Basanez on - 7 Psd
2/17 Cav ¢ R.Fs Molimnlld sucoeed:d LIC Bindrup on 2 pMar

L. (C) Iﬂd.ﬂ“iCU .

(1) General. Llogistical saprort for Operation RANDOLPH GEN and Opera-
tion TRXAS 9TAR wmn provided tlzough the Division Support Command (DISCUM)
Forwwrd Servios fupport Elements (PSiE) using the area support cancept. DIS-
COM elemsnts OPOXXN to the FSEB Lrovided direct support for the three bri-
&udes in all alassis of supply, medical sexvice, and mmintenance of COMEL,
arusmsnt, and sutoietive equipment. At Camp Bagle, direct miprort min-
tenanocs and repair arts supply, to include avionics and aircraft armament,
waa provided for division airgraft. DISCOM econtirued to operate two forward
airaraft refusling points av JGB Jioy and FEB Birmingham, and a forward air-
oraft resrm point at Quung Trd.

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

ATDG-0
SOBJACT: Operational Report - lessons learned, 10lst Adrborne Diviajon

(Atrmobile) Period Rnding 30 April 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2) (U)

(a) ™ 22 Brigade vith maneuver units and sttached support units
relocated from Camp Sally to Pim Bei Corbat Base during the first half of
Maroh. The velecation was phased to 1xovids contimwus administratiw,
logistical ard commnications support to the brigade. The 2 P58 e~
located in two phases, oozpleting the mowe on 15 March. DISCLM Move.
mants Control Center (MIC) coordinetod gruund transrortation wit!. the
3g‘thmbmaporhtion Battalion to provide whicle sup ort for the durmt cr
< LOve .

(d) The IR Alxdrop Teet Program, initiated in the laat reporting
period, vas oontimed into this jariod. Ieproved techriques in rigging
and search and recovery have been developed. Prochdures for requestins,
processing and coordinating yrequasts are being refined and critaria fo-
the selecticn of drop scnes also improved.

(c) Super contact teams ocontirmed to provide personnel ani equien:
mintenanos services to unita returning from operations for stamd-down.
The number of company sise units supperted were as follews:

UEIT COMPIRTE TRAM PARTIAL TEAM TOTAL

18t Bds:

1-327 5 9 14

2-327 5 5 10

2=502 2 19 L

Total 15 24 39

1)

24 Bdets

1-501 6 2 8

1=502 12 1(6) 22

2-501

Total Ei' bt 39

34 Bde:

2=-506 2 7 9

1-506 5 2 '8(

3-187 )

Total -% TZ 24
(2) supply.

(a) e trerd in total tonnage of class I supplies moved upward during
the period as demands for ioe, which is the most prominent single item in
oconsidering class I tonnage, inoveased due to the onset of warm weather.
Qias I tonnage during the period was 2598 in Pebruary; 3160 in Marchj and

(b) The current six undred its ris tc'ki'si t for eclz
itens ;)nrnit- intensive mamagment o? 2\‘%3 o t%%:': bu d%ﬁaa”no
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permit & high demand accomodation rate. The demmpd sctisfaoctlon average
declined in Murch and AIril because of & reduction in supply response by
mppcrting depots in the forn of extandsd order ship time. lncreased
suphasis placed on expeditious shijment of oritioal, high dezmand items is
sxpected to zreliew this situation. Ths average suthorized stoockage list
2810 balanoce for the month of March increased Becauss of the fallure of
supporting dapots to meet required delivery dates., The following are
peroentages for the reporting period:

gcoomodatio Satiafaction %aro Balance
Pebruary 68 81 37.8
March 79.3 741 39.7
April 1.7 6843 34.6

(¢} An upward tremd in total tonnage for class III was experisnced
during the period and is directly related to increased flying hours in
support of opesrationa. Class III tonnage during the period was 8710 in
February; 9201 in March; and 9193 in April.

() Class IV tonnage during the period was 214 in Pebruary, 273 in
March; and 228 in April,

(6) ™e class V tonnage in February reflected increased fires in
-apport of the rre~Tet preparation period, and an April high reflected

issuss in support of imcreased offensive operations. ¢lass V tonnage during

the period was 4650 in February; 4347 in March; and 5675 in April.
(3) Maintenance.

(a) Automotive operstional readiness (0R) showed steady improvement
thraa ghout the periocd as the (B increased from 94.1 at the beginning of
the periocd to 95.5 at the end of the periocd. The fawvorable trend was
achisved through contimued command emphasis, improvement in prescribed
load list performance, roadside spot check inspsctions, and technical
ass'gtance vigits,

(v) Armament operational readiness increased throughout the period
and recorded a record high of 99.83 at the end of the periocd.

(e¢) Mectronics operational readiness increased from 95.9 to 97.2
during the period primarily as a remult of more rapid repair in supprrt
mintenance ard OORUS facilitles. Righ priority handling of ground sur-
veillance radare from the opervtor to the maintenanos unit resulted in
an insreased OB for PPS4 and FPPS5 radars,
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(d) Afroraft availabilidyy remained relatively stable during the pariod
at 82 to 683%. This high availability =ate was maintained in spite of an
inoreasing oombat damage rate from 3% muazy to 6.4% for April. This

accomplishment was made possidls by - sk 8ive supply systes, maximm
effort by all aircraft maintensnce i ume ., and command empnasis at all
lavels.

g, (U) Civil Affairs.

(1} Pacification and development activities in Thua Thien Province
contimed at an accelerated ra*s during thia reporti:: pericd. Tarri-
torial security, achieved through combired US and GVN tactical operatiocns
and local mecurity mpasures, mrovided a safe environment .- which long
range, high impact projects were generated in all ten rural districts of
Thua Thien Provinee, and the three urbpan districts of Hue City. 41l
pacification and development efforts during this period were directed
toward the achieverwent of the natiomal objecti~ 3 axtlined in the Thua
This. Province Pacification and Development Plan, 1970. As a part of the
overall effort, the division osontirmed to improve its civiec action pro-
gram, The number of projects in progress at e beginning of this report-
ing pariod was 126, At the end of this period, there were 136 in progress.
Eighty nine projecta from the Province Civic Action Priority List were com-
Pleted. This priority list, developed in the hanmlets, villages and dis-
tricta, and consolidated and approved at province level sarves as the
m1ideline for selection of new projects.

(2) Under the national objective of MBrighter Life for War Victims,"
the 1970 Facification and Development Plan listed the goals of resettling
11,848 war victims and identifying war viotims who have not previously
been ideniified. The term "War Victim" classifies two types of individuals;
refugees and war victime requiring resettlement. Rofugees are those
individuals who hawe not received the full measure of relief burafits as
authorized by the Ministry of Social Welfare. War victims requiring reset-
tlemsnt are those individnals who have received temporary reliaf mayments,
resettlement payments, homecoming allowance, and enjcy the devalopment pro-
Jects at temporary camps., Individuals 4n this category are nc lcnger
carried as refugees even though they require ressttlement at scuz {i.ture
date. TUsing these definitions, no new refugees were generated in Tima
Thien Provinos during this reporting period amd the refugee population was
reduced from 13,374 to 9,068. These refugees are located in ths following
hamlets:

Distriet Hamlet Coordinates No Refugees
¥am Hoa Cu Chanh YDT756169 115
Huong Thuy P Bam YD855160 2,981
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District Hamlet Coordinates No_Refugees
’m Loec Trung Kien 0227012 24471
Phu Thu Hoa Da Tay 0200192 761
P Vang Thai Duong Ha wa29322 2,740
TOTAL 9,068

In addition to the reduction in refugee population, 7,331 persons of
1,447 fanmilies were recettled during tihis reporting period. Advanced
planning at province and disirict level for the continuing resetilement
in Pnong Dien, Huong Dien and Quang Dien distrizts, and planned future
resettlemsnt in other districts indicated that the year end goal will be
axceeded. Province headquarters approved 27 zivie action projects for
five resettlement hamlets in northoast Phong Dien, two resettlement hamlets
along the coast of Buong Dien, and eight resettlement hamlets along the
Street Without Joy in Quang Dien district. These projects include six
wells, thres markets, three health stations. md 15 schoolrooms. An eati-
meted 14,000 persons in the 15 hamlets will benefit from the projects.
Coordination for the projects was performed by the Province Pacification
&nd Development Office. Thua Thien Province will furnish cemsnt, roofing,
paint, and transportation. Territorial foroe units (RF,FF and PSDF) will
furnish labor, while the divimsion will furnish lumber, reinforcing steel
bers, and nails, These projects will be initiated during the next report-
ing period.

(3) Significant progress was made in the MEDCAP program during the
period of this report. A total of 491 MEDCAPs were beld; 27,188 medical
anl dental patients were examined; 890 immunizations were administered;

13 Viettmmowe were evacuated to hospitals for medical care; and 426 perzons
received health and sanitation training during the pariod of this report.
Although medionl treatmsnt increased during this report pericd, the real
significanse of the program is that more of the actuasl treatment was admini-
stered by the Vietmamese, thus freeing US medical personnel to become
involved with the training of Vietnamsse msdical personnel and health
workars.

(4) Improvements and repairs to roads and bridges throaghout the mmo-
vinos during the period of this report mterially assisted the resettls-
mnt process and ths resumption of trade and commerce. While the roads
and bridges were tuilt for tactical puarposes, the effort enriched the
acification effort immsasureably. Of marticular significance was the
oompletion of 21 kilometers of road in the socuthern area of Fhu Thu
district and 12 kilometers of road in northern Phong Dien and Quang Dien
diatriota. The Plm Thu road permittad formerly waterbound inhadbitants to
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use the completed road as a farm %o market route, further strengthening
the economy. The resetilament of the northern areas of Phong Dien amd
Quang Dien is dirsctly attributed to the roadwork in those areas.

(5) The territcrisl security provided by US and GVN forces during
this period enabled local administrations to sireagthen and expand the
influence of tha government of Vietoam throughout Thua Thien Provincs.
A1l 85 villages in Thua Thisn Province bhave elected officials, with none
in exile., 0Of the 400 hanlets recognized by the central government in
Salgon, ouly 12 have appointed rathsr than elected offiecials,; with none
in exils. Thirty=three villages hsld electione in April with 82% of the
registered voters casting their ballot. Security for the elections was
provided by local Vietnamsse and national polive forcea. Eight of the

12 hamlets with appointed officials are included in the scheduled elections

for May 1970.
(6) Mjor projects completed during the reporting period:
(a) Ba lang school construction (1D907205), Phu Thu.
(v) Vinh Thai Village office repair (YD947163), Phu Thu.
(¢) Tam Bao school repair (¥D920186), Pim Thu.
(&) Vinh Trinh school construction (YD945195), Phu Thu.
(e) Uu Diem sehool repair (YD4€5434), Phong Dien.
{f) Trach Pho school repair (YD486425), Fhong Dien.
(g8) Uu Thuong schocl repair (¥D505365), Phong Dien.
(h) My Xa school construction (ID722312), Quang Dien.
(1) Quang Dien bridge repair (¥D597398), Quang Dien.
(3) Vinh loc police station construction (3) {ZD032122), Virh Ioc.
(k) Huong Dien well construction (23) (YD633428), Huong Dien.
(1) Thanh Thuy Chanh health station repair (YD824217), Euong Thuy.
(m) Bey Scout camporee site (ID753193), Huong Thuy.
(n) Loc Ty school construction (ZD146998), Phu Loc.
‘6) Ioc Tu dispensary repair (ZD205010), Phu Loc.
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(p) Duc Buu school repair (YD726240), Huong Tra.

(¢) Tri Le school repsir (¥D7352.7), Buong Tra.

(r) Thanh Duong school construction (YD941246), Pm Vang.

(s) Pmiong Dien school construction (¥D942248), Pmu Vang.

(t) Dien Loc school construction (1D349243), P Varng.

(u) Pou Mau school construction (¥D765273), Phu Ving,

(v) Pm Tan schocol construction (ID814308), Phu Vang.

(w) Phu Vang police station construction (11} (¥D782270), Phu Vang.

(x) Vinh Ve bridge repailr (YD806247), Phu Vang.

(y) Hue Boy Scout Center (ID759228), Hue I.

(7) Other projects completed during the reporting pericd included
23 schools, 39 wells, 6 dispensaries, 1 market, 2 village headquarters,
14 polioce stations, 2 bridges, and 2 Boy Scout projects.

(8) OCurrsnt projects include 15 schools, 4 administrative buildings,
13 dispansariss, 6 markets, 6 police stations, 78 wells, and 14 other
projecte. One of the current projects in the ™other" category is the
upgrading of the capabilities of the Sector Maintenance apd Direct Sup-
port Iogistics Center (SM & DSIC) to enable “he center to mrovide better
mintenance and logistical support to RF, PP, PSDP, and KT cadre in Thua
Thien Frovince. Detailed plans were developed by the division support
commnd, assisted by the division engineexr, foxr the relocation of the
3K & DSIC to a more suitable location. The plans also involved the up-
grading of opsraticral activitiss, with assistance being provided by
appropriate slements of DISCOM.

(9) Cormodities isemed during the reporting period:

Food 39,200 1bs

Clothing 1,480 1bs

Soap 1,530 1bs

Amo Boxes 14,357 boxes

Taint 34 gallons
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Sohool Kits 1,200 kits

School Desks ana Benches 109 desks and benches
Trade Kits 26 kits

Cemant 4,253 bags
Reinforcing Stezl Bar 11,023 linear feet
Tin 1,251 sheets
Scrapwood 11,000 lbs

Sand and Rock 270 cubic meters
Construction lumber 25,799 board feet
Blectrical wire 2,500 linear feet
Water Pipe, random size 2,020 linear feet

The majovity of these commodities were salvaged items. Sources for the
materials included the sanitary fill for scrap lumber, firebases for
ammnition boxes, and construction units for salvaged building mterials
and hydrated cement. The CA/PSYWAR fund was also used to purchase needel
items on the local econoly. While the majority of *he commodities were
delivered by wehicls, lelicopters were used for deliveries to areas inac-
cessible by other means.

b. (U) Psyohological Operations.

(1) Statistics. Type and quantity of propaganda media employed:

(a) Lleaflets disseminateds 150,809,000

(b) Loudspeaker broadcastss 1,555 hours

(¢) Moviea showni 258.5 hours

(d) Qudak reaction leaflets: 455,000

{(s) PSYOP mobile teamss 10 misasions

(2) PsYOP Campaign, Tet 1970.
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(a) The 1970 Tet Campaign was conducted by the 1Clst Airborne Division
(Airmobile) in coordination and cooperstion with other PSYOP agencies and
activities in thius area. The overall campaign was coordinated by a com
bined PSYOP advisory council composed of the following remresentatives:
the assistant provinoe advisor, PSYOP; the chisu hoi/armsd promganda team
sdvisor; the G5, lst Infantry Division (ARVN) and his US advisor; the
PSYOP officer, XXIV Corps; and the PSYOP offioer, 10last Airborme Division
(Adrmobile). Areas of interest included:

1 Coverage of targets in ths jungle canopy and mountaincus areas

southwest of QL. The 10lst Airborme Division (Airmotile) agreed to cover
theas areas.

2 P3SYOP coverage of the pisdmont area, which the 1st Infantry Division
(ABVE) agreed to accomplish.

3 Target audiences located within the populated areas along the coastal
lowvlands. Rlements of the regional forces, popular foroes, people's self
defense forces, and revolutionary develorment cadre groups were employed
by Thua Thien Sector to cover these areas. Additionally, the asaistant pro~
vinoe advisor, PSY®P, was tasked to disseminate to hamlet level all Tet
material supplied by JUSPAO.

(b) The division PSYOP intelligence analyst, in coordination with the
order of battle section, G2, initiated a destailed target area study. A
total of 54 known and suspected enemy locations were ultimmtely designated
as PSYOP target areas for the 1970 Tet Campaign. Each brigade was tasked
to cover targets in its A0, and the division PSYOP section cov:red targets
located in the division reconnaissance zone. Brigade targets were grouped
on the division target list in a manner that insured drigade cuverage of
from three to five targets daily. The 9th Special Operations Squadron
(9th S0S) continued its general support of the division during the 1970
Tot Lompaign, TPargris not covered by the brigades on any given day werw
assigned to the 9th “03 for coverage.

(c) The 1970 Tet .ampaign began on 15 Jamary, using standard lecaflots
on hand, On 20 Jamuary, the division began delivering special Tet leaflets
Frocured through the 7th PSYOP Battalion. The Tet Campaign was terminated
on 10 February 1970.

(3) The division PSYOP section worked in close coordination with the
assistant province advisor, PSYOP, and the Chieu Hoi Center in Hue on a
campaign desigmated as "Operation Homeconing." This campaign was directed
at 1,100 fawilies who had VC affiliations in Tima Thien Province and was
designed to epmoourage VG/VCI mezbers o rally under the provisions of the
chisu hoi program. During the period 2-5 February, the Chiesu Hoi Center
distributed gifts to these families, Piotures and statemsnts were obtained
from the families andi were developed into leaflets which were air-dropped
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and hand-disseminited. The statements contained personal appeals to the
YO/¥CI to return home for Tet by rallying to the GVN., The Vietnamese
Informtion Servise concentrated on an active face-to-face campaien amd
the nmational police and Phoenix Comrdttee maintained close surveillance

of the designated target areas. Special wanted posters and leaflets were
developed and distributed, In spite of the deliberate planning and con-
centrated effort expended on "Operation Homecoming" the actual outcome,
measured in terms of the number of ralliers, wers far below the anticinsated
result. "

(4) The Voluntary Informant Program (VIP) was surnorted by all PSYOP
agencies in the province. Aerial loudspeaker sup-ort, leaflet drops,
distritution of ground posters, ground louispeder nissions, and word of
mouth dissemination of the VIP were cormbined into an extensive campaign
to publicize the program. A special effort was made to inform children
of the program since it was found that information relating to the ypro-
€ram and its asscciated rewards was spread rapidly by young people. A
large mumber of weapons and munitions were turmed in to friendly foxrces
by children.

(5) On three occcasions during the period, the quick reaction aerial
broadcast in response to specific situations proved to be productive.
Following three aesrial broadcasts made by recent ralliers, three additional
VC rallied to the GVE. These personal appeals combined with the low
morale of VC units ultimately reailted in their decision to return to the
Gml

i, (C) Medizcal,

(1) The tactical deployment of companies within the 326th ledical
Battalion (Airmobile) places Company A in direct support of the lst Bri-
gade, Company B in support of the 2d Brigade and Company C supporting
the 3d Brigade. Headquarters aml Support Company contimued to provide
ares medical support for division rear units located at Camp Eagle. One
m jor movement occurred during the reporting period when the 24 Brigade
moved from Camp Sally to Phu Bail Combat Base accompanied by Company B,
326th Med Bn (Ambl). Company B now occupies Combat Base Area 5, Echo
Station, P Bai Combat Base,

(2) Medical Statistical Recapitulations
ACO BCO CCO SPT CO TOTAL

Total patients seen at clsaring

stations 2,969 1,136 1,793 3,175 9,073
Tutal dental patisntss 0 581 1,153 C 1,734
Total admissionst 198 65 113 147 523
Total transferred: 191 B84 145 34 454
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ACO BGCO CO0 SPTCO TOTAL

%mug itulations
RHA

29 0 221 o] 250
B¢ 303 65 317 8 693
Medical Disessess
Malaria 1 c 1 2 4
PiCs 63 25 92 51 241
Diarrhea 55 50 34 39 178
Skin Diseases 238 125 147 280 790
B/P 12 25 14 738 789
Gastroenteritis 33 %0 17 147 247
Yoot Problems 4 100 8% 134 356
Heat Injuries 21 3 17 0 41
\2) 103 125 42 89 359
Yod Evac Missions: 1,749

(3) Continued emphasis vas given to reduction of surplus equipment
and supplies. A new water tower was built for Support Company and water
towers were installed at Company C, Battalion Headquarters alleviated a
water shortage problem by replacing smll water tanks with a 40,000 gallon
water tower., Water storage was increased by two thirds.

(4) During the reporting period the divisicn medical supply office
(DM80) maintained an average 93% fill. This required considerable extra
effort on tha part of DMSO personnel due toc Company B movement to Pm Bai.
Yor approximately three webks all 2d Brigade units reported directly to
D0 for medical mtpplies resulting in approximately 200 additional re-
quests being prcoessed by DMBO per weel. Contirmued emphasis was placed
on preventive mintenance rrograms and Pll. Training of PILL clerks
received ocommand emphasis,

(5) Company MEDCAP programe continued with the medical companies
supporting brigade civil affairs programs. Bach physician conducted one
MEDCAP sach week.

(6) The air amiulance platoon contimued its mission to provide aero-
medical evacuation support to the 10lst Abn Div (Ambl), 15t Bde, 5th Inf
Div (Mach) and ARVN units in their respective areas of operation. Two
UHIE air azbulanoes are now stationed at Camp Evans to provide quicker
regponse to ths northern regions of the area.

Jo (€) Sigal.
(1) The 501st Signal Battalion (Ambl) contimed its mission to provide

commniocations/electronics support for the 10lst Airborne Division (Air-
mobile). An SSB RVWI station was placed in support of the 3-506th Infantry
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operating in IT Corps Tactical Zooe for commnhications between that unit
ard the division. Secure RATT capability was also provided when needed,
Other AM SSB BATT teams contimued to provids stations at tha three bri-
edes, DISCOM and DIVARTY. A capability to provide stations for contin-
oooiss was mintained st a2l times., The battalion responded to increassd
reguests for four channsl carrisr commnications by installing AN/GRC123
syatema at Camp Bvans, Camp Sally, Pm Loc, amd at 13 forward fire bases.
In sapport of the 1st Inf Div (AHVE), a four channel shot using AN/MECGB
contimaed from Hue to the 3d ARVN Regimental headquarters at firevase
Geronimo (ID690204). This station was reterminated at firebase T-Bone
(ID659203) when fire base Geronimo closed. Ore additional AN/GRC163
systen was installed betwsaen Dong Ha and FSB Hendsrson (YDO81411) for
ARVR/MACY support. Despite serious maintenance problems with the multi-
plexer AN/TCCT0 of the AN/GRC163, the battalion maintained an overall
VHF reliability of 97% during the period. The battalion continued its
policy of direct exchange of equipment that could not be immediately re-
paired. Units were further assisted by contact teams sent to field loca~
tions for on-site repair.

(a) Forty-seven public address requests were fulfilled including
gupport of a Joint Qatholic~Protestant and separate Catholic and Pro-
testant servic-a for approximately 8400 troops at Camp Eagle on Baster
Sunday.

(b) T™e four division MARS stations completed 13,108 phone patches
luring Pebruary, lbrch and April., A single station USAHV record was
set by the divisidn MARS station with 2,801 patches during the month of
March,

(2) The 63a Signal Battalion continued its area support by jroviding
cable, 12 channel VHF and microwave commnications to the hrigades, majoxr
subordinate, and higher unit headquarters. In Pebruary, the 596th Sigmal
Company completed the AN/D0C28 dial exchange and desctivated the old
AR/MICY mamual Bagle switchboard.

ke (U) Engineer.

(1) During the reporting period the 326th Bngineer Battalion {ambl)
contimied to provide direct engineer support to maneuver wnitsas fire-
boases were recpened, naw [irebases constructed, rcad upgrading continued,
and extensive mine sweeyp and clearing operations were conducted. Project
LI¥RSAWRR contimued with a total of 84 landing zanes consiructed or im-
proved, The sttalion also contimued to provide boats aml operators in sup-
yort of riverine operationa,

(2) Headquarters and Beadquarters Company continued to provide gereral
eupport to the division during the reporting perisd. In addition to
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providing equimment mupport to the line companies, HHC was tasked with
several independent mrojects. RBagle International Helipad was rehabi~-
litated and upgrading was compleied. The ammnition resupply helipad

ut P Bai was upgraded by imgmwoving the drainage and rebuilding the
helipad access road, Projects at Camp Eagle completed or in progress

at the ead of the period included dust palliative operations, road and
motor pool rehabilitation, and opening and closing of sumps. Potable
water production waa provided thruighout the area of operation with major
parification points located at F3B Bastogne, Camp Bagle and Thua Luu
Bridge.

(3) The line engineer companies of the battalion provided direct
support to the infantry brigades and furnished general support to the
division a8 required. Mijor prvjects were firebase construction and
rehabilitatien.

(a) A minefield mirrourding PSB Los Banos was cleayed, and wire
obstaclea were emplaced and bLunkers rebuilt to improve the defense of
the firebase. Additional tactical wirs was emplaced at FSB Arsenal and
F4B Bastogne. Flre support bases Veghel, Pisto., Rifle, Fist, z2nd EKathryn
were reopened by A Company with major improvemsnts in fields of fire,
artillory firing pads and tactical wire emplacement. F3B Shock and F3B
Palcon were constructed and opened by placing an €ngineexr platoon in
each loecation with infantry securitye. Tactical operation centers, fire
direcition centers, and tunkers were conetructed at firebases as required.
3ngineer technical assistance teams were provided to assist Infantry
battalions in mreparing one ship landing zones throughout the A0. Daily
mine sweeps were conducted and demwlition teams were nrovided as required.

(v) During the pre-~Tet period, an alumirnum footbridge was installed
at the Truol BRiver Bridge site to improve murveillance and security for tne
highway andl railroad bridges at the site. A pneumatic raft was constructed
01 DAM LAP AN to provide a floating sensor readout station and ground
gurvelllance radar site for elements grovidirng security for the Hue-Da Nang
Ha.i.lroad.

(¢) Special combat support migsions during the reporting period ircluded
p.oviding teams to asgist in the destruction or extraction of downed air-
craft and to interdict enemy 10C in the A Shau Valley. Project LIFESAVER
support was contimied by providing larmding zone construction teams to
expand one sblp l&s to two ship LZs throughout the division area of
operation.

(d) ISB Jack, Mocney, BRipcord, and Rakkasan were reopened by B Company.

Buprort rendered on these firebases consisted to TOC and bunker constructian,
clearing fieldms of fire, emplacing wire obstacles, improving and leveling
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artillery positions, demplition and mine sweeping tasks, axd opening and
closing suxps. In addition, F3B Granite and F3B Gladiator were opemed
as nev Tirebames,

(o) Company C reopensd FSB Spear and Normandy and conducted firebase
ioprovement projects at FSE Birmingham. At F3B T-Bone one squad provided
technical assistance to ABVN units in bunker oconstruction. A mmjor pro-
Ject completed during the pariod was the reopening of the Strect With-
out Joy which provided not only a tactical road in Phong Dien District
Yut was instrumental in opening the area for remettiement.

1. (C) Army Aviaticn.
(1) General.

(a) Throughout the reporting period the 10lst Aviation Group (Combat)
(Airmobile) rrovided aviation saupport to the division and non-divisional
units. In addition to providing airlift and armed aerial escort support,
the group rrovided sagmentation of the aeromedical capability of the
madical bdattallon, air traffic control and rathfinder supportsand limdited
tattlefield surveillance and target acquisition.

(b) Aviation requirements vere met on a daily basis to provide neces-
sary support for combat operations, logistical resupply, and pacification
and development efforts, Ome aviation company was placed in direct sup-
rort of each brigade with the remaining aviation assets of the group in
general support of the division. Daily logistical resupply and combat
asssult requirements for the hrigades were rormally met with ten aircraft
from the DS aviation company, Additional aircraft from GS assets were
provided when required.

(2) The following is statimtical data for the reporting period:

'):PL 3 55 JLOWN  SGRTIPS  EAX  TONS CARCO ACTT EECOVERIES
1018t Awn Bn 144903 40,461 54,909 1,168 0
156th Avn Bn 16,224 55,936 64,274 2,181 0
159th Avn Bn 8,245 21,503 71,325 36,599 20C
163d Awn Co 4,795 18,274 8,567 0 _0
Group Total 44,167 136,174 199,075 33,948 200
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(3) T™e nusber of aircraft reoeiving ground fire increased by 17
frox the last reporting period., Thirty-nine incidents of ground fire
wixe reported as followss

UHIE AHIG OH6A CH4T CHS4
21 4 O 11 3

(4) Throughout the period the 10ilst and 158th Aviation Battalions
alternated providing direct support compunies to the brigades. The 15%th
Avn Bn (ASH) provided general support to the division vo conduct air move~
ment of artillery, troops amd supplies, Diversified logistical support
wis provided to non-divisiomal units throughout ICTZ., The 1634 Aviation
Company (GS) provided general support to the division, performing such
missions as visual recomaissance, photography, oourier, psychological
operstions sapport, airborne psrasonnel detector, and commnd and control.
The company provided the primary means of air transportatioa for tie
division staff.

(5) Maximum use was mads of available school training quotas to in-
crease the overall efficiency and effectiveness of the group. During the
period, a total of 81 personnel attended 17 differunt schools and classes
presented on technical subjects.

(6) The employment of flame munitions fron group zircraft increased
aignificantly duripg the reporting reriod. Incrsased accuracy and quick
response to requests provided ground vnit comanders with a valuable
additional means to aid the accomplishuent of their missions, The low
altitude and slow air speed neocesaary to accomplish these missions did,
however, increagse aircraft vulnerability to enemy ground fire, partially
accounting for the increase in ground fire incidents,

(7) Adxr traffic activities for the period were:

e Tower Bagle GCA Liftmster Sally

February 47,396 343 11,883 15,894
March 48,220 252 10,037 Clcsed
April 39,821 226 8,688 Closed

(8) The preparation of arsa studies was continued during the period
to frovide informetion to atrcraft pilots and crews concerning the location
of landing sones, and the location and caliber of smemy grourd fire recsived
b" aircraft.
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. (U) Alir Cavalry Operations, Maximum use was mde cf the assets
of the 2d 3odn (Ambl), 17%h Cav to provide aerial reconnaissance and
securisy throughout the division area of operation; to engage in combat
as an sconomy of force unit; and to provide reactien forces and downed
aireraft security forces for the division. To accomplish these missions
extensive visual reconnaissance was conducted for the infantry trigades
and in the division reconnaissance zone. Other missions included bomb
damage assesament, target acquisition for artillery raids, insertion,
oxtration and security of lung range reconnaissance patrols, airborne
versonnel detector misciona (sniffer). gcreening of friendly units, and
sonvoy escort.

(1) Headquarters and Headquarters Troop. The commnd aviatior section
of Headquarters and Headquarters Troop supplied support aireraft and
administrative liaison to the four .ettered troops of the squadron. During
the month of March, aviation support was provided to Company L (Ranger),
75th Infaptry for insertion, extraction and security ot ground rzconnais-
sance patrols. As a result of heavy combat dame ge to squadron aircraft
during the month of April, headquarters was called upen to provide addi-
tional aircraft support to the lettered trocops. These missions resulted
in the seven aircraft of the command aviation section flying over 450
hours during the month.

(2) Troop A. All operational assets of Troop 4 were stationed at
Qzng Tri. The aero-rifls platocn remained on standby at Quang Tri
throughout the period to provide immediate response toc enemy ground action,
ranger patrol contacts, ane downed aincraft security missions. During
the latter stages of Operation BANDOLFR GIEN, Troop A provided =i pport to
the 7d Brigade thraugh the cmployment of hunter-kilier teams. The teams,
composed on one AR1C Cobra and one OH6A light observation helicopter,
worked in close support of company sizz ground elements, providing sar-
veillance to the front of the maneuvei unit and security to the flanks
and rear. The teams also provided irmediate response to infelligence,
and side looking airborns radar and sensor activations, The increased
enemy activity during the period and tle increased recomnnaissance and
security effort by the squadron resulted in extenaive combat damage to
aircraft. Miintenance personnel provided maximum effort to keep the trcop's
aireraft flying.

(3) Troop B. From 1-14 February the troop mrovided support to the lst
Brigade, Throighout the period the aerial rifle platoon remained on standby
at Camp : igle. Troop B provided support to the IIXI MAF Reconraissance
Company, Company L (Ranger), 75th Infantry, and conducted airborne personnel
detector missions. The troop also conducted tactical €9 drops in the divi-
sion reconnaissance zocne. This emplovment was particularly successful in
high elephant grass andi single canopy jungle areas. The E158 cannister as-
sembly provided excellent area coverage and forced the ememy into the oper
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(4) Troop &. The trocp supported the 24 Brigade during the month
of March and tl¥ 3G Brigade in April. Support was provided through
employment of = mt tcare (two CHAA) and hunter-killer teams., The
extensive amplc ment of scout teams reduced the flight time of the more
maintenance c¢r: :cal AHIG Cobra and also provided an excellent training
vehicle for le r experienced scout pilots. The aero-rifle platoon
was employed + onduct detailed ground reconnaissance umi performed boab
damage assess v following B52 sirikes. When not engaged in operations,
the platoon v . placed in a standby posture at Phu Bai Combat Base.

{5) Troop D« During the reporting period Troop D participated in
34 combat ae aults, 12 106mm recoilless rifle raids, two cordon and search
operations, two convoy security missions, and provided a ready reaction
force at Camp Eagle. Night ambushes were also conducted by the troop on
the Camp Bagle perimeter.

(€) Company I (Ranger), 75th Infantry. Long range revonnaissance
patzols were conduc ted by the ranger company in four major areas: the
Co Yan (XD9431) and the khe Sanh (ID8639) areas during Pedruary and Marchj
apd the Ba long Biver Valley (YDO941) and Rnong Rnong Valley (¥G7190) in
April, Thxwughout the period Company L maintained an avarage of five teams
¢aployed in the division AO daily.

{7) TProop P (Provisiocnal) was released from control of the 24 Sgdn
EAﬂl), 17th Cav on 12 March and redesignated Company A; 10lst Avn Brn
AH), 1018t Avn Gp (Cxbt) (Ambl). Dnring the reporting period, until
dsactivated, Troop F mrovided increasid recommaissance and surveillance
capability to the division by performing visuwal reconnaissance, airborne
personnel detector, dewned aircraft rocovery, and ranger support missions,

n. (U) Aartillery.

(1) The 10lst Airborne Division Artillery (Alrmobile) provided close
and contirmuous fire support to maneuver units throughout the reporting
period. Light howitzer battalions contirmed to provide direct support to
the infantry brigades with the 24 Bn éA.mblg, 319th Arty é‘losg in direct
support of thé 3d Brigade; the 24 Bn (Ambl), 3%20th Arty (105) in direct
support of the lst Brigade; and the 1st Bn (Ambl), 321st Arty (105) in
direct support of the 24 Brigade.

Battery D, 2d Bn (Ambl), 320th Arty (105) remined attached to the
3d Bn (Ambl), 506th Infantry.

Providing general support to the division were the 24 Bn (Ambl), 11th

Arty (155), the 4th Bn (kerial Arty), 77th Arty, and A Biry (Avn), 377th
Arty.

Artillery with the division, in general support of XXIV Corps, was the

12t Bn (155) (SP), 39th Arty; the lst Bn (8"/175) ésp)' 94th Arty; Btry D
(M42), lst Bn, 44th Artv: and a section of Btry C {M55), 65th Arty.

4 CONFIDENTIAL

4



e e YT T TSR Wy

Rt aladiin Sl

CONFIDENTIAL

AVDG-GC
SUIBJECT: Operational Asport - Lessons Learmed, 101st Alrborne Div;sion
(Airmbiie) Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCs CSFOR-65 (RZ) (U)

(2) Artillery fires were employed throughout the divisicn area of
operation to interdict enemy lines of communication and infiltration
routes, This was accomplished through artillery raids and fires in reac-
tion to sensor activations, radar detections, asrial surveillance, amd
intelligence. Extensive artillery fires were employed nightly in the
*rocket belt" area on the periphery of the populated lowlands to inter-
dict enemy movemsnt and activity directed against population centers azd
key installaticns in the lowlands.

(3) Throughout the reporting period US and AHWN artillery units con-
timued to jointly enploy fires in support of combined operations, The
diviaion artillery aerial surveillance program continued to locate targets
and adjust fire on them and to provide observation for artillery registra-
tions.

(4) During the period a total of 73 artillery displacements of battery
and battery (-) size elements were made to mmintain close and continucus
fire support to maneuver units.

(5) On 28 April the symbolic three miliionth round was fired in support
of the 101st Alrborne Division (Ai.rmobile) in the Republic of Vietnam.

o. (U) Information.
(1) Public Information.

(a) During the reporting perio. the division information office for—
warded 4,733 hometown news releases to the Army Home town News Center. A
total of 271 news/feeture stories and 102 photographs were released to
the public and military media.

(b) Coverage was also provided for 39 distinguished visitors to the
division, including Senator Peter H. Dominick, Congressmem John arsh, Jr.,
Joln J. Rhodes, and J. Irving Whaley, ithe Honorable Thaddeus Beal, Generals
Creighton Abrams, lewis W. Walt, and Ralph E. Haines and the Reverend Dr.
Richard Halverson.

{¢) Support was provided to 63 correspondents during the reporting period.
(2) Command Information.
(a) During the reporting period seven issues of the division news-
paper, The Screaming Bagle, and the winter issue of the division mgazine,
Rardezvous With Destiny, wers published.

(b) T™e layout and copy for the 1969 Pictorial Review was aprroved and
sent to Tokyo for mrinting.
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() Division informmtior offics implemented MACV requirement for
pressntation of monthly comnnd fafermmtion topics at unit level.

(d) Division Circular 360-1 was ublished oconcerning the distribution
of Pacific Stars and Stripes from Da Fang to the division area utilizing
organic avistion asssts. The nev system brings Stirs and Stripes to the

division arws sarly encugh:te:enadle distribution to major units on the
day of mblication.
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2. Lessons Learnnd: Commander's Observations, Evaiuations and Recommenda-
tions:

a. (U) Persononel. MNone.
b. (C) Inteli.igence.
{1) Sensors in a stey behind role.

(a) Obsorvation: Sensors can be effectively employed in s stay behind
role when friendly troops evacuate previously occupied [.Zs, night defensive
positions (NDP) and fire support bases,

(b) Evaluation: Reports indicate that the enemy will forage through
vacated overnight positions. Prior to the extraction of friendly units
from an LZ, NDP or fire bese, a combinmation minisid sensor with external
magid detector can be implanted at the LZ or on the approaches. The minisid
is placed in the "D" mode in order to guard ageinst false or random detec-
tions, By coordinating with supporting artillery units, preplanned fires
may be rapidly fired in response to sensor activations., Fires should
be planned on and around the sensor device as the magid will detect only
personnel within ten fest of ita location.,

(¢) Recowmendation: That commanders employ sensor equipment at
previously occupied positions in a stay behind role,

(2) Translatioh of captured enemy documents,

(¢) Observation: Due to the lack of adequately trained translators,
quality control of captured document analysis is difficult.

(b) Evaluation: In early March 1970, G2, 1st Infantry Division (ARVN)
wvas included in the chain of evacuation of enemy documents captured by
the 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile). The following results were noted:

1l Document analysis in the 1st Inf Div (ARUN) provided an edditional
check agninst error and omission in the local document exploitation effort.

2 Information obtained from captured documsnts was processed by the
order of battle section by both divisions, The results of this duplicate
processing were not always identical since sach section has different
sources for their data base information.

3 4 vider renge of order of battle comment was obtained and both
sections were able to benefit from the exploitation and the analysis of
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the other unit.

(¢) Fscommandation: That captured documents be processed by the
ordsr of battle sections of US and ARVN division/agencies concurrently so
that vider interpretation can be provided.

c. (C) Operations.
(1) Employment of artillery reconnaissance by fire,

(a) Cbservation: The effectiveness of artillery employed in a
reconnaissance by fire role has been a lessor relearned by units of this
division,

(b} Evaluation: The enemy's extensive use of trail watchers, who
normally escape detection until they initiate contact, has resulted in a
pumber of casualties, particularly among peintmen, Artillery fired along
routes of movement makes it difficult for tmail watchers to remain in
concealed positions. Additiomally, the rounds fired can be used as
references to assist in more rapid adjustment of fires if contact is made,

(¢) Recommendation: That all units consider employing artillery in
a reconnaissance by fire role.

(2) AN/MPRQ-4A counter-mortar radar.

(a) Observation: The initial rourds of incaming rocket or mortar
fire are not often detected by the AN/MPQ-/A radar because of the narrow
search beam gensrated by the set.

(b) Evaluation: When the radar set is oriented in the proper direction,
it will accurately determine the firing position of incoming rocket and
mortar rounds, With a dedicated communication syastem between the radar
section, ground unit command posts, and artillery fire direction centers,
the radar set can be quickly recriented in the direction of the suspected
enemy position when the attack begins. The location of the enemy firing
position can then be determined and accurate counter-fire delivered, It
is essential that the communication system function smoothly and that all
mansuver and artillery units within the range of the radar be aware of
the radio frequencies and call signs of the radar team so that target
information can be rapidly disseminated.

(c) PRecommendation: That the capabilities of the counter-mortar
redar be exploitad by planning commnications between the radar site and
supported units in order to provide rupid and accurate exchange of informa-
tion.

b7
CONFIDENTIAL

e —— e e dediaim L




——

CONFIDENTIAL

AVDG-GC
SUBJECT: Opsratioma]l Report -~ lessons lesrped, 10lst Airborns Division
(Airmcbile) Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

(3) Employment of reaction forces.

(a) Observation: In the sarly morning hours of 6 April, Mre Suppart
Bass Arsenal was attacked by a wvell armed NVA sapper unit, The attack was
repulsed with six NVA killed and two captured, Friendly casualties were
four WIA.

(b} Evaluation: The enemy succeeded in bresching the perimester of
the firebase at one point but the employment of the firebase reaction
force, within minutes of the initiation of the attack, halted the penstra-
tion and ejacted the enemy from the position. This immediate reaction was
a result of the positive identification of the reaction force, careful
selection of key personnel, detailed planning, and pumerous rehearsals
under conditions simulating an actual attack.

(¢) Recommendation: Defensive plans for all positions be frequently
rehearsed under conditions simulating an attack, to include the movement
of internal and external reaction/reinforeing forces,

(4) Difficulty in assembling the D5A tractor.

(a) Observation: There have been several instances of exceasive
delay in reassembling D5A tractors that had been Aisassembled for air
movement to a fire btase.

(b) Evaluation: When disassembled into two loads, the D5A tractor
may be airlifted to'fire bases by a Cil5,. FReassembly on the fire base
requires an area of 20 by 75 feet of hard, level ground. Soft muddy
ground and insufficient area result in difficulty in movement and assembly.
During periods of wet weather or muddy soil conditions, several sheets of
steel matting will facilitate assembly.

{c) Recammsndation: That commandsrs of units sceepting D54 trecters
onto fire bases recognize the requirements to facilitate assembly and
mks appropriate plana.

(5) Improved techniques of clearing mined and bosby trapped areas,

(a) Observation: During recent operationa two new techniques were
employed in clearing mined and booby trapped areas.

(b) Ewalumtion: Booby trapped sreas were encountered where grappling
hooks vere ineffective in clearing the area bescause of buried, close-to-
the-surface bamboo detomators. Modifying the standard greppling hook by
flattening it and sharpening the prongs, caused the -~ 3 %o dig in and

trigger the devices., Additionally, aress subjected me drops wers
effectively neutralised by the fire. Trip vires a: oring devices
wvere destroysd by the fire and in many cases the ex, s8 wvere detomated
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by the fire. An added advantsge of the fire was camouflage burnoff, which
facilitated visual detaction of any remaining devices.

(¢) HRecommendation: That flattening and sharpening the prongs of
grappling hooks should be considered when clearing mined and booby trapped
areas. The use of flame drops should be considered early in the clearing
operation,

(6) Adjustment of 105mm CS munitions.

(a)}) Observation: Adjusiment procedures for cartridgs, tactical CS,
XM629 in firing table 105-45-2, supplement 1, requires that a 200 meter
bracket be estzblished with shell high explosive, and then the adjustment
¢ontinued wvith C3.

(b) Evaluation: Experience in this division has been that the require-
went above results in unneceasary expenditure of CS rounds and, when fired
on targets in close proximity to friendly forces, introduces the possibility
of CS drifting into friendly positions.

(¢) Recommendation: That the following procedures be established for
adjustment of CS missions: Use shell high explosive in adjustment to
within 100 meters of the target; use shell smoke (HC) in subsequent adjust-
ment insuring that the smoke drifts over the target; fire one verifying
high explosive round; correct final data for shell CS; and fire for effect,
aturating the target area with the agent.

(7) Employment of blocking fires,

(a) Observation: The procedure of selecting several grids for employ-
nent of blocking fires is time consuming.

(b) Evaluation: The following procedure has been developed when
employing artillery fire in a blocking role: the forward observer sgselects
one grid behind the enemy force. The fire direction officer places a
target grid over the selected coordinates and orients it perpendicular
the the direction of contact or enemy movement, He then selects six
grids 100 meters apart, pesrpendicula- to the direction of enemy movement.
Firing data is computed using the M-18 gun direction computer (FADAC).

The battery FOC then computes the corrections for each 100 meter increment
by the "trig mode" and sends special corrections to each firing piece.
This method has reduced reaction time as much as seventy-five percent.

(¢) Recommendation: That the procedure discussed above be disseminated
t0 all units.
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(8) Use of ysllow smoke at night,

(a) Cbservation: Ysllow smoke is more easily identified when fired
under illumination than white smoke.

(b) Evaluation: Maneuvsr units engaged in night eirmobile operations
have reported that yellow smoke 18 more easlly identified under illumina-
tion than white smoke. This is partucularly true vher using amoke to
mark LZs or as refersnce points for navigation at night.

(c) Recommendation: That artillery units use yellow smoke when
smoke is being used fx marking rounds under illumination,

d. (U) Organization, None.
e. (U) Training.
(1) Use of demonstrators in territorial force training.

(a) Cbservation: According to Vietnamese custom, older men &re
reverad and the younger men are accustomed to seeking thelr advice. The
reverse is not true.

(b) Evaluation: In u training situation where a young man is used
as a demonstrator or is :slected for a leadership position during practical
exercises, the older Vie:.namese are raluctant to ask questions of them,
In some cases this has rosulted in portions of the training not being
completely understood.

(¢) Recommendation: That local customs be researched and applied in
torritorinsl force trainirg, such ss using older Viethamese as demonstrators
or for lesding practical work.

(2) Competition in ferritorial force training.

(a) Observation: The Vietnamese enjoy competition and the attention
that comes with success in a competitive situation, They become more
alert and attentive becususe of their desire to win and gain recognition,

(b) Evaluation: Territorial force training presents numerous
opportunities for competition among the Vietnamese, e.g., the cleanest
woapon or the fastest assemply or disassembly of weapons. Small rewards
for success ars helpful but not always necessary, as long as the success
is recognized and commeided.
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(c) HRecommendation: As much competition as possible should be
integrated into territorial force training programs,

£, (U} logistics, None,
g. (C) Communication:
(1) Communications contact teams,

{a) Obasrvation: The rapid turnover of communications personnel and
increased distances between units has caused a decreascd reliability in
communiications.

(b) Evaluation: Personnel arriving in the division through replacement
channels do not have the experience or training to keep communications
equipment operating at psak officiency, A technically qualified team from
the division signal battalion has visited units to provide assistance and
training in the employment and maintenance of communications equipment.

The result has bteen an increased operational capability.

(¢) Recommendation: That division signal facilities and personnel
be employed to assist subordinate units to maintain a high degree of
proficiency in communications operations.

(2) Maximm VHF equipment in the field.

(a) Observation. Employing a maximm smount of four channel VHF
equipment in the field has increased communication capabilities withixn
the diyision.

(b) Evaluation: The syatams are normally employed to provide VHF
cotsnunications from brigade to battalion commend posts located at forvard
fire support bases. Maintaining as much VHF communications squipment as
posaible in field operations provides the supported unit with the capability
to pass large amounts of voice traffic and inpures that operators become
experienced in installation and operation of the equimment. Communica-
tions personnel and squipment move with infantry battalions between fire-
bases and gain invaluable expsrience in rapid deactivation and installa-
tion under combat conditions.

(¢) Recormendation: That signal units enploy as much signal equipment
in the field as possidble in order to fully exploit the capability of
communications equipment,
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(3) FM VHF communications.

(a) Observation: VHF communications using the AN/GRC-163 is not
limited to line of sight.

{b) Evaluation: Manmy systems not having line of sipght between two
terminals have bsen established without a relay. This represents a savings
in the personnel and equipment which would be required to establish a
relay site. The log periodic entenns, s component part of the AN/GRC-163,
is the primary contributing factor for this capability.

(¢) Recommendation: That signal personnel continue to attempt
communications wvhich do not profile, maintain site records of the results
for future operations and inform higher headquarters of the capubilities
of this equipment,

h., (U) Materiel. None.
i. (U) Other,
(1) Psychological operations.

(a) Ohservation: When the Viet Cong make an incuraion into the
populated areas, their influence has a detrimental psyczhological impact
on the people,

(b) <Zvaluation: A broadcest message designed to counter this impact
is much more effective when it is made by & local officisl, Such a broad-
cast also helps to improve the communication between Vietnarsse leadsrs
and their people.

{c) HRecommendation: Whenever psychologlcal operations efforis are
required to countsr VC influence, local officials should be encouraged to
make the primary effort,

(2) Distribution of leaflets,

(a) Observation: Airdrop of leaflets is not always the most effective
method of distributing information to the people in the populated lowlands,
Air drops will often miss the target or result in uneven distribution.
Experience in this area has heen been that people lose interest when an
axcessive number of loaflets are dropped.

(b) Evaluation: Hand distribution of leaflets results in persomal

contact and demonstrates a perscnal interest in the people's welfars,
The method insures even distribution into the hands of the peopls.

52
CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVDG-GC
SURJECT: Operationsl Raport - Lessons Learned. 101st Atrborme Diviston
{Airmobile) Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS C3FOR-65 (R2) (U)

{¢) Recommendation: That distribution of leaflets be made by hand
aad that air drops take place only when hand distribution is not practical.

(3) Civic sction priority list.

(a)}) Coservation: Civic sction projects should be injtiated only from
an approved project list which has been carefully developed beginning at
the village/hamlet level, processed through the district chief, and for-

warded to the US sub-zone coordinator as a request for military civie setton.

{v) Evalustion: After seven munths of uss-by this division, the civic
sction priority list has proven to.be—&fi excellent tool for the managemert
of civic action projects, In contrast to the characteristic "shotgun
method" for selecting civic action projects, the priority 1list serves to
prevent duplication of effort and provides a basis for the careful allo-
cation of resources. It lfacilitatos proper distribution of needed materials
and reduces the flow of construction materials onto the dlack market, The
list permits a great volume of work to be accomplished and the prestige of
hamlet/vi~ lage, district, and province officials is increased by insisting

that the desires and needs of the people are considered and that ths efforis
are directed through GVN chunnels,

{¢) HRecommendation: That organizations involved in military civie
action coordinate their efforts through established GVN political and admin-
{strative channels, establish a civie action priority 1ist, and support
only those projects that are approved and entered on the list.

{4) Civic action accountability and follow-up.

(a) Observation: Civic action teams should require accountability of
paterials and conduct follow-up visits to insure reasonable progress is
being mede on supported projects.

(b) Evaluation: Because most US civic action materials and cummodities
are ealwvaged, unaccountable items, a portion of the material provided in
support of a civic action project is sometimes diverted by local nationals
and not used on the intended project. Considering the conditions that
exist in a country at war, especially in the orient, the wholesale distri-
bution of unaccountarle materials invites misuse and diversion of civie
action commodities unless some form of control is imposed upon the recipient,
In this division, s bilingual, locslly printed receipt form is used to
account for all material furnished in support of a project., Further, only
s portion of the total material required is furnished at one time. The
village/hamlet chief acknowledges by signature his receipt of the materials
and the 35 retains the receipt. The S5 monitors the manner in which mate-
rials are being used, project progress, and requirements for additional
mmterial through frequent follow-up visits.
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(¢) Recommendation: That civic action teams use a receipt system and
conduct frequant follow-up viasits to projects to insure proper utilisation
andé accountability of materials.
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AVII-GCT (17 May 1970) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Moalysis and Braluation of Operatiomal HBeport - Lessong Leerned
101t Abm DAv (AMBL)

DA, HQ, XXIV Corps, APO Sen Francisco 96349
T0: Commanding Gemeral. USARV, APO San Francisco 96375

1, (U) The ORLL for 10lst Atn Div (AMEL) has been reviewed by this head-
quarters in accordance wiih AR 525=

2, (U) Cozmenta follows
a. Reference item concerning sensors in a stay behind role, pege 46,

= bk

paragraph 2, b, (1); concur. However, based on tue given circumstances ths
e® mode m.y prcve moat offective and should not ba completely ruled out.

b. Reference item concerning translation of captured enemy docummnts,
page 46, paragraph 2, b, (2); concur, However, safeguards must be included
in the syater to insure documents are still forwarded to higher healquarters
in the required time frame for translation and dissemination to the entire
intelligence commmity,

¢, Reference item concerning nploymmt of blocking fires, page 49,
paragraph 2, ¢, (7); concur. This method of computing firing data for block=
ing fires is sa.‘cdafactory vhet: the terrain and likely enemy escape routes
make a standard distributien of fires appropriate, Separate target locations
should be asslected whem irregular distribution of fires would be more effec-

tive.
h - (
o - ‘

FOR THE COMMANDER:

‘\\ - \ I . shoye 0o~
PAUL ):‘. JRAXLER
"ot AGQ
ASST M9
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SURJFCT: Operational Heport-lessons lLearned, 10lst Airborne Division
(Adrmobile) Pertod Ending 30 April 1970, kCS CSFOx-65 (h2){U)

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacifiec, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
AP0 96558

1. (U) This Headquarters has reviewed the Operatioral Report-lLessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters, 10lst
Airborne Division (Airmobile} and concurs with comments of indorsing head-
quarters,

W TR TR TR T mmmE Ry memmm——mrmmmm T mm yTeeweermemee e v

2, (C) Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning "Sensors in a Stay Behind Role", page 46,
paragraph 2b(l): concur. Sensors, though they will not keep the enemy
out of the area, can be economically used to monitor the area and provide
infermation of enemy activity. In addition to being used as a basis for
immediate reaction in the way of preplanned fires, these sensors can be
monitored to obtain information on the volume and direction of enemy
movement in and around the area, and to provide the basis for planning
countering actions at the most propitious time, Item will be considered for
inclusion in next issue of USARV Combat Intellipgence Lessons. No action by
USARPAC or DA is recommended.

b. Reference item concerning "Translation of Captured Enemy Documents',
page 46, paragraph 2b(2): concur. Item has been extracted for inclusien in
the next issue of USARV Combat Intelligence lessons. No action by USARPAC
or DA is recommended.

c. Reference item caicerning "Difficulty in Assemblirg the DSA Tractor",
page 48, paragraph c(4): concur. Appropriate liaison and coordination with
Fire Support Bases Commanders on the requirements for assembling D5A tractors
should help alleviate the problem., No action by USARPAC cr DA is recommended.

d. Reference item concerning "Adjustment of 105mm CS munitions", page 49,
paragraph 2c(6): concur., The current 105-A5-2 Supplement for the XM&29 CS
cartridge requires a 200 meter bracket be achieved with HE, then further
adjustment continued with GS. The firing of shell smoke to verify the drift
pattern appears sound, Because the CS and HE cartridges are not a ballistic
match it 1s essential to troop safety that appropriate corrections are applied
when changing from HE to CS, Adjustment procedure should be submitted to the
US Army Field Artillery School, Fort Sill, Oklahoma for evaluation. Action
by USARPAC or DA is recommended.
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a. Reference item concerning '"Maximum VHF Equipment in the Field",page
51, paragraph 2g{2)(¢): eoncur., Commanders ahould be briefed on the problems
that may evolve when division signal VHF Radio relay assets are utilized to
provide brigade to battalion communications, and equipment controlled by an
external source must be relied upon to provide division to brigads level
commnications, Unit has been so advised,

f. Reference item concerning "Distribution of leaflets', page 52, para-
graph 1(2): concur. Face-~to-face communication has always been considered
the most appealing to the target audience and one that is very erfective in
this type of conflict. Other media can effectively support face-to-face
communications, such as hand distribution of leaflets, Policies and guidance
are contained in DA Field Manual 33-5, Psychological Operations Techniques
and Procedures. Unit has been so advised,

g. Reference item concerning "Civie Action Priority List", page 53,
paragraph i(3): concur. This recommendation is in keeping with guidance
contained in USARV Regulation 515-1 on coordination of civic action projects
with GVN, A civic action project list is presently maintained at each province
senior advisor's office. Utilization of this list insures the required
coordination has been made with all GVN agencies and advisors. Unit has
been so advised.

FOR THE CCMMANDER:
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XXIV Corps Assist
101st Abn Div (AM)
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GPOP DT (17 May 70) 34 Ind (U)
SURIECT: Operationsl Report of HQ, LOlst Afrborne Divieion (Afirmobile)
for Period Bnding 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (V)

HQ, US Arwy, Pacific, APO 5an Francisco 96558 g1 JUL 70

TO: Aszeistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Departuent of the
Arwmy, Washingtoa, D, C, 20310

1, Tnis hesdquérters concurs iz subj

»n

ct repert se indorsed,

2, Recommend that the adjustment of 105mm CS wmunitions, paragraph 2¢(6),
page 49, be brought to the attention of CONARC and the US Army Artillery

School for evaluation,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: ”/;g;;;_“‘--_-___—‘

L.M, CZAKI
CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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R e et adie. n s b

Inclosuye 2 (Organisational Structure) to Operatiomsl Feport - Lesssne learmed,
101st Afrborme Division (Airmobile) Period Eming 30 April 1970, RCS [SFOR-65

(R2) (U)
1 rat A 516%L Trans Det (Acft Maint)
527th Trans Det (Acft Maint)
HRC, 1st Bde 158th Ayn Bn (Aslt Hal) (Ambl)
1st Bn {(Ambl), 327th Inf 159th Trans Jet (Acft Maint)
2d Bn {Amhl), 327th Iof 168th Trans Det (Acft Maint)
2d Im (Ambl), 5024 Inf 2734 Trans Lot (Acft Maint)
124 Iaf Pt (Sct Dog) 165t: Trans Det (Acft Maint)
159th Ava Bn {Aslt Spt Hel) {(Awbl)
2d Brigada, 101at Abn Diy (Aghl) 478th Avn Co (Hv Hel)
625th Trens Det (icft Maint)
HHC, 2d Bde 327th Trans Det (Acft Maint)
ist Bo (Ambl), 50ist Inf 649th Trans Det (Acft Maint)
2d Bu (Amhl}, 501st Inf 3&d Tran Det (Acft Maint)
1at Bo (Anbls 5024 Ini’ 163d Avn Co ?G (Ambl)
47th Inf Plt (Sct Dog) 530th Trans Det (Acft Msint)
25th Pub Info Det (Fld Svc) 359th Avn Det (Div)
ad Erigede, 101at Abn Div (Agbl) Division Support Command
HHC, 3d Bds HHC and Band
3d Bu (Ambl), 187th Inf 5th Trans Bn (Acft Maint and Sup) (Ambl)
1st Bn (Ambl), 506tk Inf 326th Med Bn (Ambl)
24 Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf 426th S&S Bn (Ambl)
58th Inf F1t (Sct Dog) 801st Maint Bn (Ambl)
34th Pub Info Det (F1d Sve) 101s* Admin Co (Ambl)
1014t Abp Div Arty (Agbl) Diviaion Troops
HHB, 101at Abn Div Arty (Ambl) RHC, 101st Abn Div (Ambl)
2d Bn (Ambl), 319vh Arty 24 Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav
2d Ba (Ambl), 320th Arty Co L (Ranger), 75th Inf
18t Bn (Anbls 321at Arty 3324 Trans Det (Acft Maint)
2d Bu (Ambl), ilth Arty 333d Trans Det (Acft Maint)
4th Bn (Aerial Arty), 77th Arty (agm) 507¢h Trans Dot {Acft Maint)
268th Trans Det (Acft Maint) 326th Engr Bn (Ambl)
3318t Trans Det (Aeft Maint) 5018t Sig Bn (Ambl)
388th Trans Det (Acft Maint) 101at MP Co (Ambl)
Btry A (Awvn), 377th Arty (hhlg 557th Inf P1t (Cbt Tracker)
650th Trans Det (Aeft Maint 265th Rdo Rsch Co
266th FA Det (Surveillance Radar) 10th Oml F1t (DS)
20th Cml Det (CBR Cen)
101at Avigtdon Group (Oht) (Ambl) 224 Mil Hist Det
1018t MI Co (Amrl)
EHC, 101st Ava Gp (Cbt guu' Operating Location 6
101st Ava Bn (Aslt Hel) (Ambl 5th Weather Det (USAF)
A9tk Trans Det {Acft Maint) 20th TASS {USAF)

510th Tiens Det (Acft Maint)
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